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THE DEGREES AND THE RITUAL OF THE 

UNITED TRADITIONALIST GRAND SANCTUARIES OF THE  

ANCIENT AND PRIMITIVE RITE MEMPHIS–MISRAIM 

 

Composed By  

The Most Illustr. Bro. Dr. Nicolas Laos, 33ο, 97ο, Grand Hierophant-General  

 

A personal notice 

    I started my Masonic journey in 1997, when I was initiated into the Craft in the 

“Honor Per Onus” Lodge No. 6586 of the United Grand Lodge of England, having been 

‘proposed’ by the late W. Bro. Theodore Frangos, who was then a Past Grand Officer 

of the United Grand Lodge of England and a prominent member of the Cypriot-British 

community of London.  Within six months after my initiation, I was raised to the 

sublime Degree of a Master Mason. During 1997–9, at Lodge meetings, which took 

place at the Freemasons’ Hall, the headquarters of the United Grand Lodge of England, 

which has been in 60 Great Queen St, London, since 1775, I had several opportunities 

of meeting interesting and well-intended people and of reading many authoritative 

Masonic books and historical documents at the Grand Library.  

    Even though the United Grand Lodge of England (UGLE) is an internationally 

respected institution, to which I personally owe a debt of gratitude, the fact that the 

UGLE strictly prohibits political and religious discussion in its Lodges, and the fact that 

it cultivates a ritualistic and bureaucratic attitude toward Freemasonry have made me 

realize that what the UGLE regards as “regular Freemasonry” is only an exoteric aspect 

of Freemasonry, and that the UGLE deprives the average Lodge of the right to discuss 

the most significant issues of humanity, namely, ontology, religion, politics, and 

economics. Moreover, in the 2000s, I was deeply disillusioned with the decision of the 

UGLE to use the Freemasons’ Hall (which is the headquarters of the UGLE and the 

principal meeting place for Masonic Lodges in London) for product launches, fashion 

shows, conferences, drink receptions, and dinner dances; for instance, in 2005, it hosted 

events for London Fashion Week and the Lancôme Design Awards, and, in 2006, it 

hosted the Julien MacDonald Fashion Show and the Alternative Hair Show! The 

previous policy of the UGLE reminded me of those irreverent persons in Jesus Christ’s 

time who would transform the Temple of Jerusalem into a marketplace and were thus 

fiercely and publicly repudiated by Jesus Christ.  

    In 1999, I left London, and I continued my Masonic journey in some Greek Lodges 

that were sympathetic and interesting, such as the “Geek-Speaking Hotel” Lodge No. 

67 of the National Grand Lodge of Greece and the “Etairia ton Filikon” Lodge No. 116 

of the Grand Lodge of Greece, where I socialized with engaging persons, and I 

participated in several Masonic Orders beyond the Craft. However, to my despair, most 

so-called ‘regular’ Greek Lodges (specifically, those Lodges that operate under the 

auspices of the Grand Lodge of Greece and of the National Grand Lodge of Greece) 

are Masonic replicas of the UGLE system combined with malicious local intrigues and 

stunningly superficial discussions. After all, given that the modern Greek State was 

founded in the 1830s as a geopolitical and geoeconomic pivot of Western Europe’s 

Great Powers in the Eastern Mediterranean and the Balkans, most modern Greek 

cultural and political institutions, including Greek Freemasonic Grand Lodges, are not 
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only spiritually alienated from the authentic traditions of ancient and medieval 

Hellenism, but they also serve Western Great Powers’ strategic goals and neocolonialist 

policy. Especially in the twentieth century, as regards culture, the modern Greek State 

degraded into a poor colony of its Western geostrategic and economic ‘patrons.’     

    Thus, ultimately, I chose to follow a different personal Masonic path in the context 

of the U.S. Obedience of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis-Misraim (“Sons and 

Daughters of Aaron” Lodge, Atlanta, Georgia), which, at least, allowed me to develop 

and pursue an alternative Freemasonic strategic vision. Finally, in 2015, I was awarded 

the 97th and ne plus ultra Degree of this Rite (at the “Misir” Lodge, in Vršak, Serbia), 

and, in the same year, the Grand Commander of the Supreme Council of the Regular 

Grand Orient of Rites for Greece, the Most Puissant Bro. Angelos Bavellas—who is a 

regular 33rd Degree Mason (having direct initiatory lineage to the Supreme Council 

that was founded in Greece on July 24, 1872 by Demetrios Rhodocanakis, as a thirty-

third-degree member of the Supreme Council of Scotland) and Past Master of the 

“Ionia” Lodge No. 7 of the National Grand Lodge of Greece—bestowed upon me the 

33rd Degree Diploma on behalf of his Obedience’s Scottish Rite Supreme Council.  

    Based on my aforementioned experiences, in 2015, I founded an international 

Freemasonic organization called the “United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the 

Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis-Misraim,” whose scope is to rectify Freemasonry, 

in general, and the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis-Misraim, in particular, 

according to my philosophy of methexis (methexiology) and the Old Charges of the 

Craft. From the outset, several Freemasonic organizations around the world embraced 

my attempt; for instance, within the first six months of its history, the United 

Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis-Misraim 

signed treaties of Masonic amity and cooperation with several Masonic organizations 

that practice some version of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis-Misraim, the 

Unione Massonica di Stretta Osservanza Iniziatica (Milan, Italy), members of Mexico’s 

National Front of Masonic Organizations, the Traditional Grand Lodge of Romania and 

its Supreme Council of the 33rd Degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, etc.  

 

First from the right: His Beatitude Metropolitan 

Archbishop of Mexico and All Latin America Dr. 

Daniel (de Jesus Ruiz Flores) of the Ukrainian 

Orthodox Church, attending Mexico’s National 

Front of Masonic Organizations in Guadalajara, 

Mexico, in April 2016. Metropolitan Daniel has 

substantially supported my idea of founding the 

United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the 

Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis-Misraim as 

a new paradigm for Freemasonry, which, among 

others, defends Europe and Christianity.  
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THE DEGREE STRUCTURE OF THE 

United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the  

Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis-Misraim 

 

 

Lodge: 

 

1º Apprentice: In this Degree, the aspirant studies the history and the ethos of pure, 

ancient Freemasonry. In medieval times, Freemasonry was a closed Trade Guild. In 

those years, the Masters of the Craft were in possession of secret knowledge about the 

weights of various types of stone per solid cubit, their capacity, the effects of grains, 

the methods used to raise stones to their required setting, the construction of machines 

to achieve this, and many other matters connected with the Craft of Masonry. Thus, in 

the Middle Ages, a Master of the Craft was justified in claiming that he was a Master 

of Arts and Sciences. With the decay of the Guilds, this knowledge ceased to retain its 

secret nature, and it became more generally available through the textbooks and tables 

of the Architectural and Engineering Professions, which have now taken the place of 

the Guild of Masons. However, the journey of the stones has provided a symbolism of 

the advance of the men who wrought the stones. In the context of Symbolic Masonry 

(known also as the ‘Craft’), the stone and its worker became identified in the Lodge 

symbolic ceremonies. In all the different rites of Symbolic Masonry, the Candidate 

represents a “living stone” that is being wrought from the rough, in which it is received 

from the Quarry, to a state of perfection. Thus, even though there are various different 

Freemasonic Rites practiced around the world, the most general definition of Symbolic 

Masonry is that it is a system of spiritual development based on the symbolic use of 

Operative Masons’ tools, habits, methods of work, and structures of organization. 

    In an enumeration of the guilds entitled to representation in the Common Council of 

London in 1370, guild No. 17 was the “Company of Freemasons,” and guild No. 34 

was the “Company of Masons.” The Company of Masons appears to have been of 

greater numerical strength than the Company of Freemasons, since it had four 

representatives as against two for the other. Albert Mackey’s History of Freemasonry 

suggests that the Freemasons formed a smaller and more select society, but this is pure 

speculation, because there are no historical facts about the special social status of 

Freemasons. However, the previous list establishes the existence of two separate guilds. 

Ultimately, these two guilds were merged, taking a coat of arms which displayed three 

white castles with black doors and windows on a black field, together with a silver or 

scalloped chevron and on it a black set of compasses. Furthermore, town mason guilds 

frequently united with, or formed parts of, guilds of other workers employed in the 

building trades, and the rules laid down for practical guidance of members of the Craft 

corresponded in the main with similar rules laid down in other craft guilds of that 

period. 

    In the British Museum, there is an old document of about 1390 AD that gives some 

rules and regulations, or, as they are known among Freemasons, “Charges.” This 

document is called the Regius Poem, and it is admitted to be the oldest genuine record 

of the Craft of Masonry known (see Constituciones Artis Geometriae Secundum 

Euclydem, with introductory remarks by H. J. Whymper, London: Spencer & Co., Great 
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Queen Street, 1889; its modern English translation was made by Roderick H. Baxter, 

Past Master of “Quatuor Coronoti” Lodge, No. 2076, under the auspices of the United 

Grand Lodge of England, and it is reproduced by A. G. Mackey, Encyclopedia of 

Freemasonry, new and revised edition, New York and London: The Masonic History 

Company, 1914). The prominent Masonic researcher Silas H. Shepherd, who was 

Chairman of the Wisconsin Grand Lodge Committee on Masonic Research between 

1916 and 1936, in his book entitled Landmarks of Freemasonry, transcribed the 

previous Charges as follows:  

The Fifteen Articles: 

1. The Master Mason must be steadfast, trusty and true, and render perfect justice to 

both his workmen and his employer. 

2. The Master Mason shall be punctual in his attendance at the general congregation or 

assembly. 

3. The Master Mason must take no apprentice for less than seven years. 

4. The Master Mason must take no apprentices who are bondmen, but only such as are 

free and well-born. 

5. The Master shall not employ a thief, or maimed man for an apprentice, but only those 

who are physically fit. 

6. The Master must not take a craftsman’s wages for apprentices’ labor. 

7. The Master shall not employ an immoral person. 

8. The Master must maintain a standard of efficiency by not permitting incompetent 

workmen to be employed. 

9. The Master must not undertake to do work which he cannot complete. 

10. No Master shall supplant another in the work undertaken. 

11. The Master shall not require Masons to work at night except in the pursuit of 

knowledge. 

12. No Mason shall speak evil of his fellows’ work. 

13. The Master must instruct his apprentices in everything they are capable of learning. 

14. The Master shall take no apprentice for whom he has not sufficient labor. 

15. The Master is not to make false representation nor compromise any one of his 

fellows. 

The Fifteen Points: 

1. Those who would be Masons and practise the Masonic Art are required to Love God 

and His Holy Church, the Master for whom they labor and their brethren, for this is the 

true spirit of Masonry. 

2. The Mason must work diligently in working hours, that he may lawfully refresh 

himself in the hours of rest. 

3. The Mason must keep the secrets of his Master, his Brethren and his Lodge. 

4. No Mason shall be false to the craft but maintain all its rules and regulations. 

5. The Mason shall not murmur at fair compensation. 

6. The Mason shall not turn a working-day into a holiday. 

7. The Mason shall restrain his lust. 

8. The Mason must be just and true to his brethren in every way. 

9. The Mason shall treat his brethren with equity and in the spirit of brotherly love. 

10. Contention and strife shall not exist among the brethren. 
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11. The Mason shall caution his brother kindly about any error into which he may be 

about to fall. 

12. The Mason must maintain every ordinance of the Assembly. 

13. The Mason must not steal nor protect one who does. 

14. The Mason must be true to the Laws of Masonry and the Laws of his own country. 

15. The Mason must submit to the lawful penalty for any offence he may commit.  

    The aforementioned Charges indicate that Freemasonry was not only a technical 

activity, but simultaneously it was organized in such a manner that it safeguarded and 

promoted a specific ethos. Thus, from the outset, Freemasonry has also been a cultural 

institution. The fact that Freemasonry has a cultural core, which transcends the 

technical activities of Operative Masons, allowed and encouraged the survival of 

Freemasonry as a symbolic system, namely, as a cultural phenomenon, after the decay 

of the guild system. The presiding officer of a Symbolic Lodge is called the Worshipful 

Master. The term ‘worshipful’ is derived from the Old English ‘worchyppe’ or 

‘worchyp,’ and it means ‘greatly respected.’ 

    The symbolic meaning of a Symbolic Lodge was expounded by the distinguished 

Scottish author and Freemason William Preston in his book entitled Illustrations of 

Masonry, published in 1772, as follows: 

    The form of a Symbolic Lodge is a regular parallelepipedon, whose length extends 

from East to West; its breadth extends from North to South; and it is as deep as the earth 

and as high as the heavens; these dimensions of a Symbolic Lodge symbolize the 

universality of Symbolic Masonry and the infinity of a true Freemason’s charity.  

    A Symbolic Lodge is situated due East and West, because the material Sun, which is 

a sine qua non source of material life and a natural symbol of the uncreated Glory of 

God, namely, of the divine Sun, rises in the East and sets in the West. Moreover, the 

noblest form of culture originated in the East, and, thence, it expanded westward.  

    Masonic Lodges are supported by three great pillars, which are called Wisdom, 

Strength, and Beauty, and they respectively represent Solomon King of Israel, because 

of his Wisdom in building, completing, and dedicating the Temple at Jerusalem to 

God’s service, Hiram King of Tyre, because of his Strength in supporting King 

Solomon with men and materials, and Hiram Abiff, because of his profound 

workmanship in beautifying and adorning King Solomon’s Temple. Moreover, the 

three great pillars of a Masonic Lodge, namely, Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty, 

correspond to the following three noble Architectural Orders: the Ionic, the Doric, and 

the Corinthian, respectively. 

    The ceiling of a Masonic Lodge symbolically corresponds to the Heavens, to which 

Freemasons hope to ascend by the assistance of a mysterious ladder, in Scripture called 

Jacob’s ladder. It is composed of many staves or rounds, which point out as many 

virtues. However, the three principal virtues are Faith (F), Hope (H), and Charity (C): 

Faith in God, Hope in salvation, and to be in Charity with all men. The previous 

mysterious ladder reaches to the Heavens, and it rests on the Volume of the Sacred 

Law. 

    The floor of a Masonic Lodge is a Mosaic pavement, which, by reason of its being 

variegated and chequered, points out that the sensible world is characterized by duality, 

contradictions, and diversity.  
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    The Blazing Star, or Glory in the center of a Masonic Lodge refers us to the uncreated 

light of God’s grace, which enlightens the human mind.  

    The Indented or Tessellated Border refers us to the Planets, the eternal physical 

beings, or the celestial spheres, which imitate the perfection of the divine mode of life 

through their harmonious motions. As Aristotle writes in his Physics, V, 265a, God is 

the direct object of the universal eros that characterizes the celestial spheres.  

    The Furniture of the Lodge consists of the Volume of the Sacred Law (i.e., the Holy 

Bible), the Square, and the Set of Compasses.  

    The Jewels of the Lodge are three movable and three immovable. The Movable 

Jewels are the following: the Square, which teaches morality; the Level, which teaches 

unity in diversity and equality in difference; and the Plumb Rule, which is a symbol of 

rectitude of conduct, integrity of life, and that uprightness of moral character which 

makes a good and just man. The Master is distinguished by the Square, the Senior 

Warden by the Level, and the Junior Warden by the Plumb Rule. The Immovable 

Jewels are the Tracing Board, the Rough Ashlar, and the Perfect Ashlar. The Tracing 

Board is for the Master to lay lines and draw designs on; the Rough Ashlar for the 

Apprentice to work, mark, and indent on; and the Perfect Ashlar for the experienced 

Craftsman to try and adjust his jewels on. 

    The working tools of an Apprentice are the 24-inch Gauge, the common Gavel, and 

the Chisel. The 24-inch Gauge is a measurement tool that refers us to the twenty-four 

hours of the day, which we should use wisely. The common Gavel symbolizes the force 

of conscience:  we resort to our inner judge, precisely, to our conscience, because 

conscience has correctly been characterized as “the natural Bible,” and those who study 

it have an experience of divine perception; additionally, our conscience knows our 

intentions, and, therefore, it can inform us about what is really good and judge 

dishonesty. The Chisel is an emblem of the advantages of education, which underpin 

true nobility. 

 

2º Companion: In this Degree, the attention of the aspirant is directed to the two 

magnificent, great Pillars that were standing at the porchway or entrance of King 

Solomon’s Temple. William Preston, in his book entitled Illustrations of Masonry, 

published in 1772, expounded the Second Degree symbols as follows: 

    At the porchway or entrance of the Temple at Jerusalem, which was completed by 

King Solomon, there were two magnificent, great Pillars. That on the left was called 

Boaz, which denotes “in strength”; that one the right Jachin, which denotes “to 

establish”; and when conjoined stability; for God said: “In strength I will establish this 

Mine house to stand firm forever.” Those Pillars were made of molten brass, and the 

superintendent of the casting was Hiram Abiff.  

    Those Pillars were adorned with two chapiters, which were enriched with network, 

which denotes unity, lily-work, which denotes peace, and pomegranates, which denote 

plenty. Additionally, those Pillars were adorned with two spherical balls on which were 

delineated maps of the celestial and terrestrial globes, pointing out the universality of 

the Craft.  

    At the building of King Solomon’s Temple, many Masons were employed, and they 

had their own place, which was called the Middle Chamber. They got there by the 

porchway or entrance on the south side. After those Masons had entered the porch, they 



 

7 
 

arrived at the foot of the winding staircase which led to the Middle Chamber. The 

qualifications requisite to gain admittance to that Middle Chamber were Fidelity, 

Hospitality, and Taciturnity. When Masons were in the Middle Chamber of the Temple, 

their attention was peculiarly drawn to the Mosaic Pavement, the Blazing Star, the 

Tasselled Border, and the letter G. The Mosaic Pavement represents the Law delivered 

by God to Moses on Mount Sinai. The Blazing Star represents the Glory of God 

appearing on Mount Sinai at the deliverance of that Law. The Tasseled Border 

represents ornaments of a virtuous life, living in conformity to that Law. The letter G 

stands for Geometry and Gnosis. In this case, Gnosis means that kind of knowledge 

which is derived from the uncreated grace of God, that is, from the divine illumination 

of the human mind.  

    In the entire history of humanity, only one Temple has ever been more important 

than King Solomon’s Temple: the mystical Temple of Christ’s body. The qualifications 

requisite to gain admittance into this Temple’s Middle Chamber are Faith, Hope, and 

Charity.  

    The working tools of a Companion are the Square, which teaches morality, the Level, 

which teaches equality, and the Plumb Rule, which teaches justness and uprightness of 

life and actions. 

 

3º Master: The Third Degree was first conferred in 1726, in London, in the Society for 

Music and Architecture. However, the “Five Points of Fellowship,” which constitute a 

significant element of the Third Degree, first appeared in Scottish Masonic catechisms 

before 1717. In particular, the Edinburgh Register House Manuscript (1696), the Airlie 

Manuscript (1705), and the Chetwode Crawley Manuscript (ca. 1700), all include 

catechisms that give the Five Points of Fellowship. The Five Points of Fellowship are 

intimately related to the Five Points of Entrance, and the Rev. Dr George Oliver defined 

them in his Landmarks as follows: “Assisting a brother in his distress, supporting him 

in his virtuous undertakings, praying for his welfare, keeping inviolate his secrets and 

vindicating his reputation as well in his absence as in his presence.” Additionally, 

Samuel Cole, who was at one time the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of 

Maryland, in his book entitled The Freemason’s Library (originally published in 1817; 

second edition in 1826), argues that the Five Points were symbolized by hand, foot, 

knee, breast, and back. 

    The Third Degree is focused on the didactic myth of Hiram Abiff.  In the 1720s, the 

Rev. Dr John Theophilus Desaguliers invented the myth of Hiram Abiff, which soon 

became the main theme of the Third Degree in the context of the Grand Lodge of 

London and Westminster. The Rev. Dr John Theophilus Desaguliers (a French-born 

British natural philosopher, Protestant clergyman, and engineer who was elected to the 

Royal Society in 1714 as experimental assistant to Sir Isaac Newton) was elected Grand 

Master of the Grand Lodge of London and Westminster in 1719.  

    Thus, according to an old Masonic tradition, Hiram Abiff is the major Masonic 

archetype of the ‘Architect.’ In 1730, we find the first reference to the Hiramic legend, 

which is the mythological framework of the Third Degree. The first record we have of 

the Hiramic legend being introduced in Freemasonry occurs in 1730, when Samuel 

Prichard published his book entitled Masonry Dissected, and he referred to Hiram as 

Grand Master Hiram. In 1 Kings 7:1–21, in the Old Testament, we can find details 
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about King Solomon’s Temple, and, we read the following about Hiram: “King 

Solomon sent and brought Hiram out of Tyre. He was the son of a widow of the tribe 

of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in bronze; and he was filled 

with wisdom and understanding and skill, to work all works in bronze. He came to King 

Solomon, and performed all his work. For he fashioned the two pillars of bronze, 

eighteen cubits high apiece; and a line of twelve cubits encircled either of them. He 

made two capitals of molten bronze, to set on the tops of the pillars. The height of the 

one capital was five cubits, and the height of the other capital was five cubits. There 

were nets of checker work, and wreaths of chain work, for the capitals which were on 

the top of the pillars; seven for the one capital, and seven for the other capital. So he 

made the pillars; and there were two rows around on the one network, to cover the 

capitals that were on the top of the pillars: and he did so for the other capital. The 

capitals that were on the top of the pillars in the porch were of lily work, four cubits. 

There were capitals above also on the two pillars, close by the belly which was beside 

the network. There were two hundred pomegranates in rows around the other capital. 

He set up the pillars at the porch of the temple. He set up the right pillar, and called its 

name Jachin; and he set up the left pillar, and called its name Boaz.”  

    Based on the aforementioned Biblical references, Desaguliers articulated the 

following didactic myth in order to be taught in the Third Degree ceremony, in the 

context of which the candidate impersonates Hiram Abiff and is asked to imagine going 

through the following trials: Being knowledgeable in architecture and in metallurgy, 

Hiram Abiff was sent by Hiram King of Tyre, to Solomon King of Israel, to direct the 

construction of the Temple at Jerusalem, which the Israelites intended to erect to the 

glory of the Great Architect of the Universe. Hiram Abiff divided his workmen into 

three groups: Apprentices, Companions, and Masters. To be able to distinguish and 

recognize each group, he gave it its own set of secrets, precisely, a Word, a Sign, and a 

Grip. The works drawing to their close, three evil Companions, having been unable to 

obtain the secrets of a Master, decided to extract the Sign, the Word, and the Grip of a 

Master from Hiram Abiff by any means. When Hiram Abiff finished his devotions, he 

moved toward the South entrance of the Temple, where he was opposed by the first evil 

Companion, who was armed with a heavy Plumb Rule and demanded the secrets of a 

Master, warning Hiram Abiff that he would die if he refused to comply with those evil 

and unworthy Masons’ request. Hiram Abiff refused to divulge the secrets of a Master 

Mason without the consent and co-operation of Solomon King of Israel and Hiram King 

of Tyre, and he added that patience and industry would, in due time, entitle every 

worthy Mason to a participation of the secrets of a Master Mason. The evil Companion 

aimed a violent blow at Hiram Abiff, but he only glanced on Hiram Abiff’s right temple. 

When Hiram Abiff recovered from the shock, he moved toward the North entrance of 

the Temple, where he was opposed by the second evil Companion, who was armed with 

a Level. After Hiram Abiff gave a similar answer to the second evil Companion, the 

latter struck him a violent blow on the left temple. Hiram Abiff, faint and bleeding, 

moved toward the East entrance of the Temple, where he was opposed by the third evil 

Companion, who was armed with a Maul. After Hiram Abiff gave a similar answer to 

the third evil Companion, the latter struck him a violent blow on the forehead, which 

was fatal. 
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    According to William Preston’s Illustrations of Masonry, the major Third Degree 

symbol is the tomb of Hiram Abiff, teaching moral heroism and self-sacrifice, and the 

working tools of a Master Mason are the following: the Skirret, which points out that 

straight and undeviating line of conduct laid down for our pursuit in the Volume of 

Sacred Law; the Pencil, which symbolizes moral responsibility; and the Set of 

Compasses, which reminds us of God’s perfect justice. 

 

 
 

College: 

 

4° Secret Master: in this Degree, the aspirant undertakes to use the secrets of the 

Master Mason Degree in order to improve oneself. Thus, in this case, ‘secret’ means 

‘inner’ or ‘esoteric.’ The Esoteric aspect of the Masonic Art constitutes the spirit of the 

Craft, and the Exoteric aspect of the Masonic Art constitutes the structure of the Craft. 

Whereas the Exoteric aspect of the Masonic Art can be learned, taught, and given, the 

Esoteric aspect of the Masonic Art can only partially be learned, taught, and given, 

because, beyond a certain point, it emerges in the Freemason’s consciousness from the 

outside as a personal experience of illumination.  

 

5° Perfect Master: symbolically speaking, the Perfect Masters are those Freemasons 

who have buried Hiram Abiff. The Freemasons who are initiated into this Degree are 

aware that they must first bury the ‘old man’ before they become capable of acting for 

the good of humanity, that is, they must achieve self-mastery and dispel the clouds of 

superstition and of prejudice.  

 

6° Intimate Secretary: this Degree teaches that we must first achieve inner balance 

before we become capable of offering spiritual or psychological help to others.  

 

7° Provost and Judge: this Degree teaches that we must embrace the following maxim: 

“with whatever measure you measure, it will be measured to you” (Matthew 7:2). 
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8° Intendant of the Building: this Degree teaches that the cooperation among all 

Freemasons is a necessary prerequisite for the accomplishment of the Freemasonic 

Work, and that international cooperation can avert several evils, including unjust wars. 

  

9° Elu (or Elected Master/Knight) of the Nine: according to the didactic legend of 

this Degree, one of the Elus of the Nine, acting in self-defense, killed one of Hiram 

Abiff’s assassins, and, because of his action, he almost voluntarily appeared before the 

Court in order to give an account of his doings.  

 

10° Elu (or Illustrious Elect) of the Fifteen: according to the didactic legend of this 

Degree, the rest of Hiram Abiff’s assassins were arrested, they were taken to King 

Solomon’s Court to stand trial, and they were ultimately found guilty and executed. The 

ninth and the tenth Degrees teach that no one should take the law into one’s own hands, 

and that no one should resist the true and regular administration of justice.  

 

11° Elu (or Sublime Knight Elect) of the Twelve: this Degree teaches that a 

Freemason should be a defender of human rights.  

 

12° Master Architect 

13° Royal Arch (of Solomon): The twelfth and the thirteenth Degrees teach that only 

through the complete and correct fulfillment of one’s duty and through the complete 

and correct actualization of humanity’s noble ontological potential can humanity 

accomplish great achievements. The legend of the Royal Arch is based on the 

rediscovery of God’s name by the Israelites during the rebuilding of the Jerusalem 

Temple. 

    The Royal Arch Degree originally appeared in 1743, precisely, in Faulkner’s Dublin 

Journal, dated January, 10–14, 1743, where an article reported that Youghall Lodge 

No. 21 celebrated St. John’s Day with a parade in which there was “the Royal Arch 

carried by two excellent Masons.” In 1744, in Dublin, Ireland, Fifield D’Assigny 

published a book entitled A Serious and Impartial Enquiry into the Cause of the Present 

Decay of Freemasonry in the Kingdom of Ireland, in which he argued that the Royal 

Arch Degree was conferred in Dublin “some few years ago,” and that it had been 

brought there from the city of York. In 1746, the Irish-born Freemason Laurence 

Dermott, who would later become Grand Secretary (1752–71) of the Ancients’ Grand 

Lodge of England, was exalted to the Degree of the Royal Arch in Dublin. According 

to Dermott, the Royal Arch was the fourth Degree of Craft Masonry. Under Dermott’s 

influence, the Ancients’ Grand Lodge of England championed the Royal Arch Degree 

in England, while it was met with hostility in the Moderns’ Grand Lodge of England. 

In 1813, the Moderns’ Grand Lodge of England and the Ancients’ Grand Lodge of 

England were amalgamated into the United Grand Lodge of England, which proclaimed 

that the spiritually deep Holy Order of the Royal Arch of Jerusalem is an integral part 

of “pure Antient Masonry,” and it constitutes the perfection of the Third Degree.  

    The earliest Masonic records referring to the Royal Arch Degree are to be found in 

the minutes of March 4, 1752 of the Grand Committee for the organization of the 

Ancients’ Grand Lodge of England, and in the minutes of December 22, 1753 of the 

Fredericksburg Lodge in Virginia, U.S.A. 
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    The ceremony of the Royal Arch is based on the legend of the rebuilding of King 

Solomon’s Temple after the Babylonian Captivity (sixth century BC). In fact, the main 

body of the Royal Arch Ceremony is based on the following two separate stories:  

(i) The true Biblical story describing the return from Babylon and the building 

of the Temple of Jerusalem (thus, the emblem of Royal Arch Masonry is the 

letter T, standing for the Latin word Templum, over the letter H, standing 

for the Latin word Hierosolymae). Babylonian Exile, also called Babylonian 

Captivity, is the forced detention of Jews in Babylon, following the 

destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC. The exile formally 

ended in 538 BC, when the Persian conqueror of Babylon, Cyrus the Great, 

gave the Jews permission to return to Palestine. The Biblical book of Ezra 

narrates the history of the Jewish exiles’ return to Jerusalem and of the 

construction of the second Jerusalem Temple. In 536 BC, Zerubbabel, who 

was the grandson of Jechonias, penultimate king of Judah, led the people in 

rebuilding the altar and laying the second Jerusalem Temple’s foundation 

(see also Pritchard, James B., Archaeology of the Old Testament, edited by 

K. C. Hanson, Eugene, Oregon: Wipf and Stock, 2008). 

(ii) The ancient Royal Arch legend describing the discovery of the Vault, the 

Altar, and the Sacred Word. According to the English Royal Arch’s 

allegorical narrative, Jewish captives returning to Jerusalem, after the 

Babylonian Captivity, participate in the reconstruction of the Jerusalem 

Temple, and, while constructing the Second Temple of Jerusalem, they 

discover a large underground vault consisting of nine arches. Within this 

vault, they discover the true name of God, namely, YEHOVAH, engraved 

on the keystone of the ninth arch. The symbolic meaning of this discovery 

has been explained by Harry Mendoza (Past Grand Officer of the Grand 

Chapter of the UGLE and Past Master of the “Quatuor Coronati” Lodge, 

No. 2076, UGLE) as follows: what was lost by King Solomon and most of 

his successors for the next four centuries was the genuine metaphysical 

secrets of Judaism and, more particularly, the belief that Yehovah was the 

one and only true God of Israel. What was found by the time the captives 

returned to Jerusalem was an even broader awareness than the one which 

was lost: the exiles re-discovered the truth that Yehovah was the one and 

only true God of Israel, and that Yehovah was not merely the God of a 

specific nation, that is, Yehovah was not only the God of Israel among 

different ‘national’ deities, but He was the one and only universal God. 

Thus, after the Babylonian exile, the Israelites developed a new, much 

deeper and more universal, awareness of monotheism (see: Mendoza, Harry, 

Fifty Royal Arch Questions Answered, England, private publication, 1994, 

p. 12).  

    In the fifth century AD, Philostorgius, in his Church History, writing of the 

rebuilding of the Jerusalem Temple, refers to the discovery of the Vault, and this is the 

earliest framework of the Royal Arch legend. Additionally, in the fourteenth century, 

Nikephoros Kallistos Xanthopoulos (Latinized as Nicephorus Callistus Xanthopulus), 

in his Ecclesiastica Historia, refers to a similar legend. Moreover, there is Biblical 

evidence for the Holy Royal Arch legend’s reference to finding “part of the long-lost 
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Sacred Law.” In particular, in 2 Kings, chapter 22, and in 2 Chronicles, chapter 34, we 

find references to the priest Hilkiah discovering a law-book during the execution of 

repair work in the Temple of Jerusalem. Biblical commentators commonly identify the 

previous book that was found by Hilkiah with the kernel of the Deuteronomy, and, in 

fact, this is the source of the Irish Royal Arch legend. 

 

 
 

14° Perfect Elu (or Grand Elect, Perfect and Sublime Master): this Degree refers to 

those sages who preserved the deepest knowledge, the memory, and the name of the 

Great Architect of the Universe, even after the Grand Masters of the Temple, that is, 

the true Gnostics (namely, the true masters of the sacred Gnosis/Knowledge), were 

dispersed and taken captive by King Nebuchadnezzar II of Babylon after the destruction 

of the Jerusalem Temple (sixth century BC). The jewel of the fourteenth Degree is a set 

of compasses, opened upon a quarter of a circle, and surmounted by a pointed crown; 

between the legs of the set of compasses is a medal representing, on one side, the sun 

and, on the other, a five-pointed star, in the center of which is a delta and on that the 

Holy Tetragrammaton (that is, the name of God in Hebrew characters: Yod-He-Vav-

He). 
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Chapter: 

 

15° Knight of the East, or Knight of the Sword: this Degree is dedicated to 

Zerubbabel. In 538 BC, the Persian King Cyrus II, who had already captured Babylon, 

issued a decree allowing the Jews to return home to “rebuild the house of the Lord, the 

God of Israel” (Ezra 1:3), and he restored the Temple’s treasures that the Babylonians 

had stolen. Zerubbabel was placed in charge of the returning Jews and given the title 

“governor of Judah.” Zerubbabel kept his promise to rebuild the Temple of Jerusalem. 

Zerubbabel’s leadership was by right and recognition: he was a descendant of David, 

and he had personal leadership qualities. When the Jews returned to Jerusalem, they 

established living quarters, and they were called to begin work. They began neither by 

building city walls nor by constructing public buildings, but by rebuilding the altar, 

worshiping God together. Under Zerubbabel’s leadership, the Jews founded their 

building efforts on spirituality. A key Biblical excerpt about the ethos of Zerubbabel 

and his regime is the following: “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel, saying, 

‘Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty. Who are 

you, great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you are a plain; and he will bring out the 

capstone with shouts of ‘Grace, grace, to it!’” (Zechariah 4:6–7). 

 

16° Prince of Jerusalem: this Degree, in continuation of the fifteenth Degree, narrates 

that, under the protection of King Darius, who was the successor of King Cyrus II, the 

Jews subdued the Samaritans, who had been heckling the Jews’ efforts to rebuild the 

Jerusalem Temple, and, thus, ultimately, the Jews managed to indulge undisturbed in 

their building efforts. The subjugation of the Samaritans by the Jews teaches that 

Freemasons must willfully and wisely subdue their passions and remain faithful to their 

duty in order to work together harmoniously for the building of a civilization that will 

glorify God.  

 

17° Knight of the East and West: this Degree is the completion of the previous two 

ones, and it refers to the conquest of the Holy Land by the Crusaders in the eleventh 

century AD. Even though Freemasonry rejects the methods and, generally, the 

militaristic mentality of the medieval Papacy’s religious warriors, this Degree refers to 

the Crusading Order of Malta as a type of synthesis between Eastern spirituality and 

Western historical activism and as a model of international cooperation for achieving a 

noble goal.  

 

18° Knight Rose Cross: this Degree is dedicated to the seventeenth-century 

Rosicrucian manifestos and to Jesus Christ as the channel of God’s love in our world. 

According to the 18th Degree Ritual, the candidate is symbolically admitted in a 

Chapter of Knights Rose Cross “at the ninth hour of the day,” when the earth quakes, 

the rocks are rent, the veil of the Temple is rent in twain and darkness overspreads the 

earth, highlighting the Passion Narrative in Matthew 27:50–51. In a series of highly 

mystical experiences, the 18th Degree Ceremony expresses the figurative passage of 

man through the darkest veil, accompanied and sustained by the three theological 

virtues (namely, Faith, Hope, and Charity), and it teaches that, assisted by these virtues, 
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the candidate will succeed in attaining to the Rosicrucians’ ultimate goal, which is that 

Word on which the eternal salvation of humanity depends, namely, “Emmanuel.”  

    The history of the Rosicrucians goes back to medieval Germany. The earliest public 

notice of the Fratres of the Rose and Cross appeared in 1614 in a pamphlet printed at 

Kassel in Germany and entitled Fama fraternitatis Rosae Crucis (The Fame of the 

Fraternity of the Rose and Cross). In 1615, a new edition of the previous pamphlet 

appeared, to which was added another one, entitled Confessio Fraternitatis (The 

Confession of the Fraternity), giving great promises about future revelations. In 1652, 

the Welsh mystical philosopher and naturalist Thomas Vaughan, who was writing 

under the pseudonym of Eugenius Philalethes, translated the work into English. 

    The Fama Fraternitatis starts as follows: 

 

Seeing the only Wise and Merciful God in these latter days hath poured out 

so richly his mercy and goodness to Mankind, whereby we do attain more 

and more to the perfect knowledge of his Son Jesus Christ and Nature, that 

justly we may boast of the happy time, wherein there is not only discovered 

unto us the half part of the World, which was heretofore unknown and 

hidden, but he hath also made manifest unto us many wonderful, and never 

heretofore seen, Works and Creatures of Nature, and moreover hath raised 

men endued with great Wisdom, which might partly renew and reduce all 

Arts (in this our Age spotted and imperfect) to perfection; so that finally 

Man might thereby understand his own Nobleness and Worth, and why he 

is called Microcosmus, and how far his knowledge extendeth in Nature.  

 

    The Fama Fraternitatis announced the existence of a discrete fraternity founded in 

the late Middle Ages by a German nobleman, the “pious, spiritual, and highly-

illuminated Father” Fr. C.R. (Christian Rosenkreutz). According to the Fama, 

dissatisfied with monastic life, the young C.R. travelled with a Father P.A.L. to the East 

in search of knowledge, and he reached Cyprus, where his friend died in 1393. Brother 

C.R. then went on to Damascus, where he conducted further studies, and subsequently 

he went to Egypt, where he remained for a long time. He journeyed along the 

Mediterranean Sea and visited Fez, where he studied the accumulated scientific and 

philosophical knowledge as well as the magic, that is, the alchemical treatises, of the 

Arabs. In fact, by the late Middle Ages, the Arabs and the Persians had already created 

big libraries, and they had collected and translated many ancient Greek philosophical 

and scientific books. During the reign of the Abbasid caliphs al-Mansur (754–75 AD) 

and Harun ar-Rashid (786–809 AD), many works of ancient Greek philosophers and 

scientists, such as Aristotle, Hippocrates, Galen of Pergamon, Ptolemy, and Euclid were 

translated into Arabic by such prominent translators and scholars as Ibn Bakhtishu, 

Theodore Abu Qurrah, al-Bitriq and his son Yahya, etc. The Abbasid caliph al-Mamun 

(813–33 AD), son of Harun al-Rashid, supported the study of ancient Greek philosophy 

and science, and he was an advocate of philosophical free thinking. Moreover, in 

Baghdad, caliph Harun ar-Rashid founded an intellectual center called the “House of 

Wisdom” (in Arabic, Bayt al-Hikma), which was generously sponsored and developed 

further by caliph al-Mamun.  



 

15 
 

    Finally, Brother C.R. crossed over into Spain, where he learned the Jewish Kabbalah 

and the philosophy of the Moors. It is worth pointing out that the Moors were the first 

great improvers of natural sciences in medieval Western Europe, since they had 

acquired their sciences from the Greeks through the Byzantine Empire, and they created 

renowned universities in Spain, such as those of Seville, Cordova, and Granada; “and 

such was the reputation which they had acquired, that crowds of learned men from 

various countries resorted to Spain to study those sciences” (The Edinburgh 

Encyclopedia, Vol. 17, Philadelphia: Joseph Parker, 1832, p. 388). During his journey 

in search of wisdom, Brother C.R. observed how the Eastern sages shared their 

knowledge without jealousy, hypocrisy, or egoism. 

    As regards the Kabbalah, it must be mentioned that, in Hebrew, ‘Kabbalah’ means a 

primordial tradition, or an oral tradition. The spirituality of the Kabbalah is a synthesis 

of Pythagoreanism, Neoplatonism, and Biblical mysticism. The primary Kabbalistic 

treatises are the Wisdom of Solomon, the Zohar (or Book of Light), and the Sefer Yetsira 

(or Book of the Creation). The treatise Wisdom of Solomon is said to have been written 

in Hellenistic Alexandria, and it is attributed to Philo of Alexandria (ca. 25 BC–ca. 50 

AD), a Hellenistic Jewish philosopher, whose purpose was to harmonize Greek 

philosophy with Jewish spirituality. The Zohar was written by Simeon ben Yochai and 

first printed in Mantua in 1558. The author of the Sefer Yetsira is unknown and scholars 

place its origin at sometime between 100 BC and 800 AD, but it was originally 

published in Provence, in the thirteenth century AD, by Rabbi Isaac ben Abraham.  

    The uncreated divine light is the foundation of the Kabbalistic system. Light was the 

first manifestation of God in nature. No man can really know God, except as He 

manifests Himself in His own light, which is neither the sensible light of the physical 

Sun nor the light of human technology, but it is the uncreated light of god’s glory, that 

is, a spiritual light, which is apparent only to the inner vision of those illuminated by 

that light. The Bible, in both the Jewish and the Christian parts, emphasizes the 

Kabbalistic distinction between the exoteric or sensible light and the esoteric or 

mystical light; in fact, the previous distinction is the foundation upon which rests the 

theological superstructure of the Byzantine Christian mystics, namely, the Hesychasts.  

    The most important Kabbalistic symbol is the Tree of Life, through which one can 

understand the universe in connection with the Bible, and, in particular, one can 

understand that the one God produces all and sustains all, by tracing the gradual and 

orderly process of creation and its inner harmony. The Kabbalistic Tree of Life consists 

of ten Sefirot (singular, Sefira), that is, emanations, or levels of reality, through which 

the Ein Sof (the Infinite and Unknowable One) reveals Himself and continuously 

creates and sustains both the physical realm and the chain of higher intelligible realms 

(Ein Sof literally means no boundary, and, generally, it means total fulfillment); these 

ten Sefirot are connected together by twenty-two paths corresponding to the Hebrew 

letters. The Zohar emphasizes that the Ohr Ein Sof, that is, the uncreated divine light, 

is the vital dynamic force in Nature, and that, by the study of this uncreated light, one 

is enabled to acquire knowledge of the unknowable reality. In the Old Testament, this 

light corresponds to Jacob’s Ladder, by which one ascends to celestial knowledge 

(Genesis 28:10–19), and, in the New Testament, this light corresponds to Christ’s 

Transfiguration (Matthew 17:1–9; Mark 9:2–8; Luke 9:28–36; 2 Peter 1:16–18). 

Additionally, the same uncreated light is symbolized by the upward point of the upward 



 

16 
 

Pentagram (five-pointed star), which is also one of the most important Pythagorean 

symbols. 

    The ten Sefirot of the Kabbalistic Tree of Life are the following (listed in order from 

the Beginning to the End): 

1. Kether: Crown; major esoteric emblems: the crown, the point, and the swastika. 

2. Hokhmah: Wisdom; major esoteric emblems: the uplifted rod of power, the 

straight line, and the tower.  

3. Binah: Understanding; major esoteric emblem: the chalice. 

4. Hesed: Mercy; major esoteric emblems: the pyramid, the tetrahedron, and the 

scepter. 

5. Gevurah: Power; major esoteric emblems: the pentagon, the sword, the spear, 

and the chain. 

6. Tifereth: Beauty; major esoteric emblems: the cube and the rosy cross. 

7. Netsah: Victory; major esoteric emblems: the lamp, the rose, and the seven 

veils. 

8. Hod: Splendor; major esoteric emblem: the apron.  

9. Yesod: Foundation; major esoteric emblems: the perfumes and the sandals. 

10. Malkuth: Kingdom; major esoteric emblems: the Equal Armed Cross, the 

double cubed altar, the circle, and the triangle. 

 

The Kabbalistic Tree of Life: 
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    According to the Fama, in 1402, Brother C.R. returned to Germany, and he settled 

down to codify the vast amount of knowledge that he had collected. However, in 

Germany, he found only hostility and indifference. Thus, in Germany, in a place now 

unknown, Brother C.R. established a fraternity of sympathetic brethren, namely, the 

Fratres R.C., who met annually in secret in the “House of the Holy Spirit,” as they 

called their assembly, with the aim to advance science and an esoteric approach to 

religion and to further a deep reformation of knowledge.  

    Six ordinances were laid down to govern the original members of the Rosicrucian 

Fraternity in the conduct of their lives, namely: 

1. None of them should profess any great powers, knowledge, or authority to the 

outer world, but they should do good and heal the poor freely.  

2. No peculiar habit should be worn when out in the world to make them 

conspicuous or liable to persecution. 

3. On one day at least in every year all Fratres should assemble to record their 

work and communicate to each other their gains of knowledge. 

4. Every Frater should seek one or more suitable persons to succeed him. 

5. “R.C.” or “C.R.” should be their seal, mark and character. 

6. The Fraternity should remain a secret or private one, at least for a hundred years, 

if no longer. 

    Around 1450, the eldest Fratres or Magistri designed and executed a funeral Chamber 

in which Brother C.R. should be buried when his end came. Brother C.R. died in 1484, 

and he was entombed. On the door of the vault the inscription “Post centum viginti 

annos patebo” was engraved on a brazen plate, meaning that the vault should be opened 

after 120 years. This long period passed by, and, even though Roman Catholicism had 

been fiercely attacked by the Religious Reformation, the work of the Rosicrucians had 

continued in peace and secrecy. In 1604, the Fratres then forming the central group of 

the Rosicrucian Fraternity disclosed the door of the secret chamber and entered the 

vault, where the Founder’s body was lying in perfect condition, clothed in the symbolic 

robe and the insignia of his office of Magus (i.e., Head) of the Fraternity, and there 

were found stored the original books and achievements of the earliest members. 

    Through symbols and in allegorical language, the original Rosicrucian manifestos, 

namely, the Fama and the Confessio, are concerned with the following goal: the union 

of religion and science in the context of a spiritual quest for the real truth of both the 

visible and the invisible things. This is the context in which Rosicrucians study systems 

of Eastern mysticism, such Hermetic philosophy, Alchemy (known also as the 

Hermetic Art), and the Kabbalah, they delve into natural sciences, they promote the 

development of science, in general, and, simultaneously, they cultivate an esoteric 

approach to religion. The unifying principle that pervades the entire spectrum of the 

Rosicrucians’ endeavors is their longing for communion with the one, ultimate source 

of the significance of all beings and things, visible and invisible. Therefore, genuine 

Rosicrucianism simultaneously opposes the Papacy’s spiritual despotism, 

Evangelicals’ formalist religiosity and legalism, as well as the dryly reasonable 

scientism of the European Enlightenment. 

    The manner in which the Rose Cross Degree is worked by the United Traditionalist 

Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis-Misraim seeks to 

inculcate a thorough understanding of the Christ Mystery. In his Two Hundred Texts 
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on Theology and the Incarnate Dispensation of the Son of God (written for Thalassius), 

Maximus the Confessor elucidates the mystery that is hidden in the age at which Jesus 

Christ started his earthly ministry (see: The Philokalia, Vol. 2, edited and translated in 

English by Bishop Kallistos Ware, G. E. H. Palmer, and Philip Sherrard, London: Faber 

and Faber, 1982). According to the New Testament, Jesus Christ started his earthly 

ministry when he became thirty years old. When adequately understood, Maximus the 

Confessor maintains, the number thirty (30) presents Lord Jesus Christ as the Creator 

and Preserver of time and nature as well as of the world of ideas, because of the 

following reason: the number seven alludes to the Creator of time, because time is 

divided into weeks and each week has seven days, and because, according to Moses’s 

cosmology, “on the seventh day God ended his work which he had done” (Genesis 2:2); 

the number five alludes to the Creator of nature, because there are five senses; the 

number eight alludes to the Creator of the intelligible world, or the world of ideas, 

because the intelligible world transcends the sensible (temporal) world, and the latter is 

represented by the number seven; the number ten alludes to the Preserver of the world, 

because, according to the Bible, God gave ten Commandments for the moral perfection 

of mankind (Exodus 20:1–17; Deuteronomy 5:4–21), and because the first letter of the 

name of the Incarnate Logos in Greek—namely, ΙΗΣΟΥΣ (JESUS)—is the tenth letter 

of the Greek alphabet. The sum of five, seven, eight, and ten is the symbolically 

important number thirty. If we add three—that is, the number of the Holy Trinity—to 

thirty, then we get the number thirty-three, which symbolizes the Exaltation of Jesus 

Christ.  

    To explain the meaning of the Christian Trinitarian formula, one can use the 

following metaphor about a poet, e.g., T. S. Eliot: the poetry of T. S. Eliot is his ‘logos,’ 

or word; Eliot’s word proceeds form Eliot’s ‘nous’ (mind); and Eliot’s word gives to 

its readers the ‘spirit’ of Eliot, i.e., a special culture that consists in a special feeling of 

participation in the personal world of Eliot. The spirit of Eliot remains with the readers 

of Eliot’s word even when they do not have his poems in front of them. By analogy, 

‘God the Father’ is the Nous, or Mind, of God, ‘God the Son’ is the Logos, or Word, of 

God, and the ‘Holy Spirit’ is the Spirit of God. However, in the case of the Holy Trinity, 

the Nous of God (Father), the Logos of God (Son), and the Spirit of God (Holy Spirit) 

are not attributes or functions of a being, but they are three Hypostases (modes of being, 

or persons) of the same Divine Nature. 

    Pontius Pilate—who served as the fifth prefect of the Roman province of Judaea 

under Emperor Tiberius and is best known from the Biblical account of the trial and 

crucifixion of Jesus (Matthew 27:2, 19; John 18:31–37, 19:12–13; Mark 15:5, 15)—

represents natural law. The Jews who shouted against Jesus, “Crucify! Crucify!” (John 

19:6) and that “he must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God” (John 19:7) 

represent written law. He who has not been raised above both natural law and written 

law through the mystery of faith cannot accept the truth that transcends nature and 

reason, and he crucifies the divine Logos, assuming that the Gospel is a “stumbling 

block” or a “foolishness” (1 Corinthians 1:23). 

    The emblem of the Knights Rose Cross is as follows: a set of compasses surmounted 

by a rose and celestial crown, a rose-cross is between the legs of the set of compasses, 

and under it is a pelican pecking its breast to feed its seven young (an ancient symbol 

of the Savior). Additionally, this emblem bears the inscription I.N.R.I., which means 
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‘Iesus Nazarenus Rex Iudaeorum’ (i.e., Jesus, the Nazarene, the King of the Jews) and 

the alchemical aphorism ‘Igne Natura Renovatur Integra’ (i.e., All Nature will be 

Renewed by Fire). 

 

 
 

Senate: 

 

19° Grand Pontiff: Pontiff literally means bridge-builder, and, thus, the nineteenth 

Degree teaches that we should build bridges among humans, serving the principles of 

Justice, Truth, and Toleration.  

 

20° Grand Master of All Symbolic Lodges: this Degree teaches the aspirant that, 

basically, a Freemason is a philosopher who experiences philosophy as a way of life 

whose end is one’s union with the deity. Additionally, this Degree informs the aspirant 

that, on certain occasions, during the course of history, ignorance and humble 

aspirations as well as Jesuit subversive agents engaged in the fabrication of particular 

Masonic Degrees, and that whoever has received the twentieth Degree has to be a 

vigilant instructor of pure, ancient Masonry and a true master of oneself. The virtues 

that help to give us that mastery are represented by the angles of five squares and three 

triangles on the Twentieth Degree Tracing Board: 

The Squares: 

The first square represents Prudence, Temperance, Chastity, and Sobriety. 

The second square represents Heroism, Firmness, Equanimity, and Patience. 

The third square represents Purity, Honor, Fidelity, and Punctuality. 

The fourth square represents Charity, Kindness, Generosity, and Liberality. 

The fifth square represents Disinterestedness, Mercy, Forgiveness, and Forbearance. 

The Triangles: 

The first triangle represents Veneration, Devotedness, and Patriotism. 

The second triangle represents Gratitude to God, Love of Mankind, and Confidence in 

human nature. 

The third triangle represents Truth, Justice, and Toleration. 
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21° Patriarch Noachite: this degree teaches justice, and that it is our duty to shield and 

protect the innocent and to assist the distressed.  

    Noah is an emblematic figure in several systems of Western esotericism. 

Freemasonry is a characteristic case in point. One of the earliest surviving documents 

of Freemasonry, the Graham Manuscript, apparently dated October 24, 1726, explicitly 

refers to the sons of Noah seeking the secret that their dead father had possessed. Hence, 

the previous manuscript gives a Noah story as the legend of the Third Degree of 

Symbolic Masonry. Additionally, if one looks at Anderson’s 1738 Constitutions of 

Freemasonry, he realizes the key importance of Noah for early Freemasons: 

Freemasons see themselves as true Noachites, that is, as children of Noah.  

    According to the book of Genesis, Noah distributed different spiritual characteristics 

among different people. His sons were equal to each other, in the sense that they all 

sprang from the same source, but each one of them was different from his brothers, in 

the sense that each of Noah’s sons had his own distinctive spiritual identity. 

    We read in the book of Genesis 9:20–27: “Noah, a man of the soil, was the first to 

plant a vineyard. He drank some of the wine and became drunk, and he lay uncovered 

in his tent. And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told 

his two brothers outside. Then Shem and Japheth took a garment, laid it on both their 

shoulders, and walked backward and covered the nakedness of their father; their faces 

were turned away, and they did not see their father’s nakedness. When Noah awoke 

from his wine and knew what his youngest son had done to him, he said, ‘Cursed be 

Canaan; lowest of slaves shall he be to his brothers.’ He also said, ‘Blessed by the 

LORD my God be Shem; and let Canaan be his slave. May God make space for Japheth, 

and let him live in the tents of Shem; and let Canaan be his slave.’ After the flood Noah 

lived three hundred and fifty years. All the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty 

years; and he died.” 

    The three children of Noah are three very well-known persons. Shem is the father of 

the Hebrews and a forebear of Abraham (1 Chronicles 1:17–27). Ham is the father of 

Canaan and Misraim (Genesis 10:6 and 1 Chronicles 1:8), and, according to Clement 

of Alexandria (Homily IX, 3–7), the races of the Egyptians, the Babylonians and the 

Persians are descended from Misraim. Japheth is the father of Javan, and the sons of 

Javan are Elishah, Tarshish, the Kittim and the Rodanim (Genesis 10:2–4). Thus, the 

Bible tells us that Japheth was the father of Ion (Javan) and, therefore, the father of the 

Greeks. According to the Greek mythology, Ion was the son of Apollo and Creusa, 

daughter of Erechtheus and wife of Xuthus, and, when his mother abandoned him, he 

was saved and raised by a priestess of the Delphic Oracle. His story is told in the tragedy 

Ion by Euripides. According to mythological accounts, Ion is the father of one of the 

primary tribes of Greece, specifically, the Ionians.  

    Many philologists identify Iapetos (or Japetus), who, according to the ancient Greek 

mythology, was the Titan of mortal life, the son of Uranus and Gaia, with Japheth, who, 

according to the Bible, was one of Noah’s sons, for the following reasons: (i) there is a 

linguistic connection between the names Iapetos and Japheth; (ii) according to the 

Greek mythology, Cronus, a brother of Iapetos, castrated their father, which echoes the 

sinful act of Ham, the brother of Japheth; (iii) both Japheth and Iapetos are related to a 

deluge: the first through his father Noah, and the latter through his grand-son 

Deucalion; (iv) Iapetos was the husband of Asia.   
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    The Biblical story of Noah has great ontological significance. First of all, it is 

interesting that Noah cursed his son Ham, because the latter saw him naked. The 

previous attitude of Noah should not be interpreted as a manifestation of anger by a 

prudish old man. It is has a much deeper meaning.  

    The name Noah means ‘relief.’ The father of Noah was Lamech, the sixth generation 

descendant of Cain (Genesis 4:18). Lamech named his son Noah, prophesizing the 

following: “Out of the ground that the LORD has cursed this one shall bring us relief 

from our work and from the toil of our hands” (Genesis 5:29). Noah relieved the 

humankind and, in general, every animate being from the curse of the Deluge. Thus, 

according to Matthew 24:36–39, Noah can be considered as a type of Christ: “Heaven 

and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. But of that day and hour no 

one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone. For as it was 

in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. In (those) days before 

the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the 

day that Noah entered the ark. They did not know until the flood came and carried them 

all away. So will it be (also) at the coming of the Son of Man.”  

    Furthermore, according to the book of Genesis 9:20, Noah is the first farmer. He 

transformed, or one could even say ‘transmuted,’ the ‘cursed’ land into a nourisher of 

the human being, and also he transformed labor into a source of reward. One day, as he 

had passed from labor to refreshment, Noah drank wine from his vineyard, he became 

inebriated, and he put off his clothes. 

    Nakedness is a kind of revelation, as it reveals one’s body. In the context of Biblical 

anthropology, the human body is not merely a system of flesh and bones, but it is 

something much more than that. The human body discloses the whole human being. In 

other words, the human body is inextricably linked to the human mind, and it is the 

mediator between the reality of consciousness and the reality of the external, physical 

and historical world. The Apostle Paul wrote that the body is meant “for the Lord, and 

the Lord for the body” (1 Corinthians 6:13). Since the body substantiates the human 

person, the disclosure of the naked body should not take place without certain 

presuppositions. The disclosure of a person’s body means the revelation of what that 

person really is, and, therefore, this act presupposes deep awareness of the holiness of 

that moment, that is, it presupposes a kind of initiation. ‘Initiation’ means the ability to 

see when your eyes are shut, that is, it means the ability to see beyond sensible 

phenomena. The presence of any being of the sensible world in human consciousness 

is determined by the significance that human consciousness assigns to the given 

sensible being. Thus, the ability to see beyond sensible phenomena means that one is 

able to see the spiritual reality in which the objects of his consciousness are embedded. 

In the context of the previous analysis, showing one’s body without initiation is an 

ontological degradation of the human being, since, in this way, man behaves like 

animals.  

    If we are not ‘initiated,’ the human body is clothed, which means that one’s being is 

concealed. Thus, according to the book of Genesis, God covers the fallen man with 

clothes: “For the man and his wife the LORD God made leather garments, with which 

he clothed them” (Genesis 3:21). Furthermore, on several occasions, the Bible stresses 

the social and cultural functions performed by clothing: “Life’s prime needs are water, 

bread, and clothing, a house, too, for decent privacy” (Sirach 29:21). According to 



 

22 
 

Deuteronomy, food and clothing are some of God’s blessings (Deuteronomy 10:18), 

whereas, if man is abandoned by God’s grace, he lives “in hunger and thirst, in 

nakedness and utter poverty” (Deuteronomy 28:48). Clothes protect us from adverse 

environmental conditions, and, therefore, according to Exodus 22:25, “if you take your 

neighbour’s cloak as a pledge, you shall return it to him before sunset.” Clothing helps 

us to distinguish between male and female, and it can function as a symbol of their 

relations (Deuteronomy 22:5). Furthermore, clothing indicates social life, since giving 

one’s clothes to someone else is a sign of brotherhood (1 Samuel 18:3–4), and, 

according to Ezekiel 18:7, justice requires that we should “clothe the naked.” In the 

same spirit, Isaiah teaches that the act of “clothing the naked when you see them” is an 

act of spiritual rebirth (Isaiah 58:7). Moreover, Jesus Christ said: “If anyone wants to 

go to law with you over your tunic, hand him your cloak as well” (Matthew 5:40), 

meaning that we must be personally available to the fellow human who seeks 

communion with us. Clothing, by being an objectification of the intentionality of human 

consciousness, implies that, through clothes, our body can exist in many different ways 

that reflect our personhood and not only in accordance with the impersonal and coercive 

logic of nature.  

    After the aforementioned analysis, we are able to understand the meaning of Ham’s 

act. Ham disgraced initiation, that is, he disgraced the human personhood by treating 

the human being as if it were merely an object of the natural world. Shem and Japheth 

did the opposite: “Shem and Japheth, however, took a robe, and holding it on their 

backs, they walked backward and covered their father’s nakedness” (Genesis 9:23). In 

other words, Shem and Japheth safeguarded the personal mode of existence of the 

human being, and they respected the existential otherness of Noah, in particular, and of 

every human being, in general, instead of treating them like same units of the natural 

world. Thus, Noah cursed Ham and prophesized the following: “Blessed be the LORD 

the God of Shem; and let Canaan be his slave. May God extend the territory of Japheth, 

and let him live in the tents of Shem; and let Canaan be his slave” (Genesis 9:26–27). 

Japheth, the founder of the Greek civilization, will worship the God of Shem, but 

Japheth will not reign only in the land of Shem. Japheth’s dominion will expand 

worldwide. 

    In terms of the mythological language of the book of Genesis, a Noachite is a person 

or a society whose existence has the following four dimensions: the first dimension is 

symbolically represented by the Hebrews, who are descended from Shem, and it 

corresponds to the principle of prophetic and charismatic religion; the second 

dimension is symbolically represented by the Egyptians, who are descended from Ham, 

and it corresponds to the principle of tradition; the third dimension is symbolically 

represented by the Greeks, who are descended from Japheth, and it corresponds to 

philosophy (including philosophical theology); the fourth dimension is symbolically 

represented by the Egyptians, who are descended from Ham, and it corresponds to the 

principle of technology and, generally, the utilization of knowledge for the achievement 

of economic goals. In the consciousness of a true Noachite, the previous four principles, 

or existential dimensions, always co-exist and interact with each other, and they are 

interwoven with each other; none of the previous four principles exists completely 

separated from the other three principles. The synthesis of the previous four principles 
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is the defining characteristic of the true Noachites and, generally, of genuine, traditional 

Freemasonry. 

 

22° Knight of the Royal Axe, Prince of Libanus: the name of this Degree 

commemorates a contract that was made between Solomon King of Israel and Hiram 

King of Tyre, wherein cedar logs from the mountains of Lebanon and pine were 

gathered and sent downstream for the specific purpose of building the Temple of 

Jerusalem. In particular, in 2 Chronicles 2:3, we read the following: “Solomon sent to 

Hiram King of Tyre, saying, ‘As you dealt with David my father, and sent him cedars 

to build him a house in which to dwell, so deal with me.’” The twenty-second Degree 

teaches that labor is honorable, and that we should strive to improve the condition of 

humanity by remaining focused on the principle of the ‘sacred.’  

 

23° Chief of the Tabernacle: this Degree is focused on the Tabernacle, which, 

according to the Bible, was the portable dwelling place for the divine presence from the 

time of the Exodus from Egypt through the conquering of the land of Canaan, and its 

form is distinctly defined (Exodus 25:1ff). In the book of Exodus, chapters 25 through 

31 record God’s directions for building the Tabernacle: the high quality of the precious 

metals that were used for the construction of the Tabernacle show God’s greatness and 

transcendence; the curtain surrounding the Most Holy Place shows God’s moral 

perfection as symbolized by His separation from the profane and unclean; the portable 

nature of the Tabernacle shows that God wanted to be with His people as they traveled. 

The twenty-third Degree teaches that only those who are psychically cleansed of all 

impurity are commended in the performance of the holy rites.  

 

24° Prince of the Tabernacle: this Degree is a continuation of the previous one, and 

it teaches the aspirant that he must labor incessantly for the glory of God, the honor of 

his nation, and the happiness of his brothers and sisters, as well as to offer thanks and 

prayers to God in lieu of old-type, material sacrifices.  

 

25° Knight of the Brazen Serpent: this Degree relates to the time when, after the death 

of Aaron, the Israelite community “traveled from Mount Hor by the way to the Red 

Sea, to go around the land of Edom,” and “the soul of the people was very discouraged 

because of the journey,” and they “spoke against God and against Moses” (Numbers 

21:4–5). God used venomous snakes to make the people realize the consequences of 

their unbelief and grievance. Finally, the people realized their error, and they said to 

Moses: “We have sinned, because we have spoken against Yahweh and against you. 

Pray to Yahweh, that he take away the serpents from us” (Numbers 21:7). Moses, 

following God’s instructions, “made a serpent of bronze, and set it on the pole. If a 

serpent had bitten any man, when he looked at the serpent of bronze, he lived” 

(Numbers 21:9). It was not the brazen snake that healed the people, but their belief that 

God would heal them and their focus on the ultimate purpose of their journey. Jesus 

Christ explained that, just as the Israelites were healed of their sickness by looking at 

the brazen snake on the pole, all believers today can be saved from the sickness of sin 

by looking at Jesus’s Crucifixion (John 3:14–15). The duties of the Knight of the Brazen 
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Serpent is to purify the soul in order to become spiritually free and participate in the 

ultimate source of being.  

 

26° Prince of Mercy: this Degree honors the memory of the Christians who were 

secretly gathered in Catacombs under Rome, during the reign of the Emperor Diocletian 

(284−305 AD), which marked the final widespread persecution of Christians in the 

Roman Empire. In addition, in this Degree, the aspirant is encouraged to study the 

spiritual traditions that are hidden in the Buddhist pagoda on the Isle of Salsette, in the 

roofless fanes of Persia, in the forest temples of the Druids, in the pyramids of 

Memphis, in the vaults of Crete and Samothrace, in the great temple of Eleusis, and in 

the inner sanctuary of the Jerusalem Temple. The emblem of the 26th Degree is as 

follows: an equilateral triangle of gold; in the center of the triangle, also of gold, is a 

flaming heart; engraved on the heart are the letters I∴H∴S∴, which stand for ‘Iesus 

Hominum Salvator’ (Jesus the Savior of Humanity) and ‘Imperium, Harmonia, 

Sapientia’ (Empire, Harmony, Wisdom). 

 

27° Knight Commander of the Temple: Even though Freemasonry rejects the use of 

weapons as a means for propagating any religion, this Degree refers to the Knights 

Templar and, generally, to the medieval Crusaders in order to inculcate the chivalric 

values of Humility, Temperance, Chastity, Generosity, and Honor, as well as in order 

to use the medieval Crusaders as symbols of heroic commitment to a noble goal.  

    The term chivalry is derived from the image of a warrior on the horseback. The literal 

meaning is horsemanship, from Latin caballus (cheval in French). Chivalry, referring 

to the medieval institution of Knighthood, has three aspects, or dimensions: the military, 

the social, and the religious.  

    Many different codes of chivalry have been set down; most contain the following 

eight issues: (i) You shall defend the Church. (ii) You shall respect all weaknesses and 

shall constitute yourself the defender of them. (iii) You shall love the country in which 

you were born. (iv) You shall not recoil before your enemy. (v) You shall scrupulously 

perform your feudal duties, if they be not contrary to the laws of God. (vi) You shall 

never lie and shall remain faithful to your pledged word. (vii) You shall be generous 

and give largess to everyone. (viii) You shall be everywhere and always the champion 

of the Right and the Good against Injustice and Evil. 

    The historical phases of the chivalric institution are the following: 

    First period: The Roots of Chivalry: Historical evidence corroborates the argument 

that Christian Chivalry began with the Emperor Constantine the Great in the fourth 

century AD, and it is particularly related to a miraculous incident that occurred in the 

life of the Roman Emperor Constantine the Great after the battle of Saxa Rubra in the 

year of our Lord 312, in which he finally defeated his rival Emperor Maxentius. The 

manner of his conversion to Christianity is thus related: upon an evening, during the 

march of his army on Rome, Constantine was meditating on the fate of sublunary things 

and the dangers of his expedition, and, sensible of his own inability to succeed without 

divine assistance, he supplicated heaven to grant him inspiration and wisdom to choose 

the right path. Thus, he had the following vision: suddenly there appeared in the 

heavens a pillar of light in the shape of a cross, with the inscription “In hoc signo 

vinces” (i.e., “in this sign you will conquer”). Recognizing the power of this symbol 



 

25 
 

and understanding that a great idea has the potential to change the world, the Emperor 

caused a Royal Standard to be made bearing as a device a Cross like that which he had 

seen in the heavens, and he ordered that it should always be carried before him in his 

wars as an ensign of victory and celestial protection. The tradition then relates that, 

thereupon, several Christians among the soldiers came forward and openly avowed 

their faith, and that the Emperor, to commemorate the event, directed them to wear a 

Red Cross with sixteen stars denoting the sixteen letters of the mystical words on their 

armor. On reaching the Capital, Constantine, with the assistance of Eusebius, is said to 

have opened a Conclave of Knights of the Red Cross, and, thereafter, these valiant and 

illustrious men formed the personal bodyguard of their Sovereign. Among the other 

acts of Constantine, his encouragement of learning is conspicuous. He also ordered that 

the Scriptures should be carefully kept and frequently read in all Churches, and he 

undertook effective actions for the relief of the poor and for other pious purposes. 

    Second period: The Crusades: The Crusades introduced the golden age of chivalry, 

yet the Crusaders themselves were remnants from the feudal age, and the era of the 

Crusades was a period of significant social and cultural change for Western Europe. In 

the late eleventh century AD, socially wrecked people—who were useless to the new 

emerging ruling elites of Western Europe—were ‘exported’ to the East in order to be 

killed or, if they won, to create new fiefs in the East.  

    In the eleventh century AD, in Western Europe, the bourgeoisie emerged as a 

historical and political subject when the market towns (the “bourgs”) of Central and 

Western Europe developed into cities founded and focused on trade. The previous urban 

expansion was made possible due to a process of organized economic concentration 

that derived from the organization of individual businessmen (craftsmen, artisans, 

merchants, etc.) into guilds, which resisted against ethically degraded rent-seeking 

feudal landlords whenever the latter were following an arbitrary and extremely greedy 

economic policy. Moreover, gradually, the bourgeoisie created its own civilization, 

and, by the end of the Middle Ages, the bourgeoisie politically allied with the king or 

the queen against the power of the feudal lords, thus paving the way to the modern 

monarchy and the modern nation-state (see Pirenne, Henri, Medieval Cities: Their 

Origins and the Revival of Trade, updated edition, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University 

Press, 2014). 

    During the period of the Crusades, the rescue of the Holy Land, in Palestine, from 

Muslim domination and the defense of pilgrims became the new object of the knight’s 

vow. In this context, Pope Urban II called the First Crusade (1096–9) for a number of 

religious and political reasons. His temporal authority was weakened by the recent 

sacking of Rome by the German King Henry IV and the Normans, and it was threatened 

by the strategic alliances among the various kings and princes of the Western and the 

Eastern Christendom.  

    In particular, in 1075, Pope Gregory VII threatened to excommunicate the German 

King Henry IV in order to impose the decisions of the councils of 1074–5, which, 

among others, denied secular rulers the right to place members of the clergy in office. 

As a consequence of the previous canonical decision, the bishops of the local Church 

of Germany, who were often powerful feudatories, could claim their freedom from 

imperial authority, whereas King Henry IV wanted to enhance and centralize his 

authority. King Henry IV extracted revenge on Pope Gregory VII by getting rid of those 
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disloyal to him, strengthening his army, and then invading the Italian peninsula and 

laying siege to Rome. Pope Gregory VII fled to Hadrian’s mausoleum, which had been 

transformed into the Papal fortress of Castel Sant’Angelo, and he was then rescued by 

the Normans under Robert Guiscard, who, in the meantime, burnt and pillaged Rome. 

The Normans took Pope Gregory VII south, to Salerno, where he lived in exile until his 

death in 1085. King Henry IV then had an irregular council appoint a Pope of his 

choosing, namely, Archbishop Guibert of Ravena, who took the Papal name of Clement 

III. However, the cardinals who were still loyal to Pope Gregory VII elected the abbot 

of the Benedictine abbey of Monte Cassino as Pope Victor III. Thus, now, the Roman 

Catholic Church had a Pope and an anti-Pope. In 1088, the cardinals managed to agree 

upon the election of a new Pope; he was Ode de Lagery, Cardinal of Ostia, who took 

the name of Urban II. 

    Thus, when Pope Urban II ascended to the Papal throne, the political power and the 

temporal authority of the Papacy had been seriously injured, the strongest ruler in 

Christendom, specifically, the Eastern Roman (“Byzantine”) Emperor, and the Eastern 

Orthodox Church were, respectively, the strongest temporal and spiritual opponents of 

the Papacy, the revenues of the Roman Catholic Church had dropped dramatically, and 

Western European Christians were embroiled in several fights among themselves. 

Thus, in 1095, when the Eastern Roman Emperor Alexios I Komnenos appealed to 

Pope Urban II, requesting that Western volunteers come to his aid and help to repel the 

invading Seljuk Turks from Anatolia, Pope Urban II seized that great historical 

opportunity in order to enhance the power of the Papacy. In 1095, in March at the 

Piacenza Council and then in November at the Council of Clermont, Pope Urban II 

orchestrated the call for Holy War, changing, however, the goal-posts, and asking for a 

Crusade to liberate the Holy Land.  

    The siege of Jerusalem by the Crusaders took place from June 7 to July 15, 1099. 

The Crusaders seized Jerusalem from the Fatimid Caliphate and laid the foundations 

for the Crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem after a series of fierce battles. Many Muslims 

sought shelter in the Al-Aqsa Mosque, the Dome of the Rock, and the Temple Mount 

area, in general. With regard to the fights that took place in the Temple Mount, the 

Gesta Francorum (a Latin chronicle of the First Crusade written in circa 1100–1 by an 

anonymous author) mentions the following: “[the Crusaders] were killing and slaying 

even to the Temple of Solomon, where the slaughter was so great that our men waded 

in blood up to their ankles.” Jews fought side-by-side with Muslim soldiers to defend 

Jerusalem against the Crusaders, and, according to the Muslim chronicle of Ibn al-

Qalanisi, “the Jews assembled in their synagogue, and the Franks burned it over their 

heads” (Gibb, H. A. R., The Damascus Chronicle of the Crusades: Extracted and 

Translated from the Chronicle of Ibn Al-Qalanisi, New York: Dover, 2003, p. 48). In 

1099, Godfrey of Bouillon, a Frankish knight who was one of the leaders of the First 

Crusade, took the title “Advocatus Sancti Sepulchri” (Protector of the Holy Sepulcher), 

and he was inaugurated as ruler of Jerusalem.  

    Third period: The Military Orders: After the conquest of Jerusalem by the Crusaders, 

the necessity of a standing army became peremptory, in order to prevent the loss of the 

Holy City to surrounding hostile nations. Out of this necessity, arose the military orders 

for perpetual warfare against the “infidels,” which was adopted as a fourth monastic 

vow. The Order of Saint John of Jerusalem, of Rhodes, and of Malta (often referred to 
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simply as the Knights of Malta) began as an Amalfitan hospital founded in Jerusalem 

around 1070 to provide care for poor and sick pilgrims to the Holy Land. After the 

foundation of the Crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem in 1099, it became a religious and 

military order under its own charter, and it was charged with the care and defense of 

pilgrims to the Holy Land. Following the loss of the Christian territory in the Holy 

Land, the order operated from Rhodes, over which it was sovereign, and later from 

Malta, where it administered a vassal state under the Spanish viceroy of Sicily. The 

Maltese Cross is identified as the symbol of Christian warriors known as the Knights 

Hospitaller or Knights of Malta: this cross is eight-pointed and has the shape of four 

“V” shaped arms joined together at their bases, so that each arm has two points. The 

eight points are said to symbolize the following eight chivalric virtues: loyalty, piety, 

frankness, bravery, glory/honor, contempt of death, helpfulness toward the poor and 

sick, and respect for the Church.    

    The Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem originated from a hospital for 

lepers that had been built in Palestine by a group of Armenian monks working under 

the rule of St. Basil in the years preceding 1100 (see Ellul, Max Joseph, The Green 

Eight Pointed Cross, Malta: Watermelon/Saint Lazarus Hospice Foundation, 2004, p. 

24). Whereas the inmates of the Hospitaller Order of Saint John were merely visitors 

and changed constantly, “the lepers of the Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus were 

condemned to perpetual seclusion,” and “they were regarded as brothers or sisters of 

the house which sheltered and cared for them” (Ibid, p. 25).  

    The Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Christ and of the Temple of Solomon (in Latin, 

Pauperes Commilitones Christi Templique Salomonici), commonly known as the 

Knights Templar, the Order of Solomon’s Temple (in French, Ordre du Temple or 

Templiers), or simply as Templars, were among the most wealthy and powerful 

Christian military orders of the Crusade Kingdom of Jerusalem. In 1119, the French 

Knight Hugues de Payens approached King Baldwin II of Jerusalem and proposed 

creating a monastic order for the protection of these pilgrims. King Baldwin and 

Warmund, the Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, agreed to the request, probably at the 

Council of Nablus in January 1120, and the king granted the Templars a headquarters 

in a wing of the royal palace on the Temple Mount in the captured Al-Aqsa Mosque. 

The Temple Mount had a mystique, because it was above what was believed to be the 

ruins of King Solomon’s Temple. Hence, the Crusaders referred to the Al Aqsa Mosque 

as King Solomon’s Temple, and, from this location, the new order took the name of 

Poor Knights of Christ and the Temple of Solomon, or Knights Templar.  

    The Order of the Knights Templar, gradually, established financial networks across 

the whole of Christendom. If a nobleman wanted to participate in the Crusades, and, in 

general, if a person wanted to travel to the Holy Land, he could place his assets under 

Templar management while he was away. Having thus accumulated wealth throughout 

Christendom, the Order of the Knights Templar, around 1150, began generating letters 

of credit for pilgrims journeying to the Holy Land. In other words, the Order of the 

Knights Templar, gradually, developed an innovative and powerful banking system 

capable of supporting the use of cheques. The Order of the Knights Templar 

accumulated great wealth through donations and banking activities, it acquired large 

tracts of land, both in Europe and the Middle East, it built Churches and castles, it was 

involved in manufacturing, import and export, it had its own fleet of ships, and, from 
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the fall of Acre in 1291 until the dissolution of the Order of the Knights Templar, the 

island of Cyprus was one of the major centers of the Knights Templar (see Ralls, Karen, 

Knights Templar Encyclopedia, Franklin Lakes, NJ: Career, 2007). 

    In 1306, King Philip IV of France (called “the Fair”; in French, Philippe le Bel) 

expelled the Jews from France, and, in 1307, he launched a pogrom against the Order 

of the Knights Templar, because he was deeply in debt to both Jewish usurers and the 

Templar Order, and he saw them as a “state within the state.” On Friday, October 13, 

1307, Jacques de Molay, the 23rd and last Grand Master of the Knights Templar, and 

several other Knights Templar in France were arrested. King Philip IV had the 

Templars charged with several trumped-up charges, most of which were identical to the 

charges that had previously been leveled by Philip’s propaganda agents against Pope 

Boniface VIII (the conflict between Pope Boniface VIII and King Philip IV of France 

was a consequence of the rising power of the ‘nation-state’ and of the general tendency 

of the increasingly powerful monarchs, including King Philip IV of France, to 

consolidate their power vis-à-vis other institutions). Under pressure from King Philip, 

Pope Clement V disbanded the Order in 1312. Jacques de Molay was burned at the 

stake in Paris in 1314 by order of King Philip IV. 

    Fourth period: Humanist Chivalry: After the Crusades, chivalry gradually lost its 

religious aspect, and it focused on the principle of honor per se. In this context, in the 

nineteenth and the twentieth centuries, many chivalric orders were, in essence, 

transformed into chivalric humanitarian organizations. For instance, the United Grand 

Priories of the Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem, formed on May 13, 

1999 by its founding Master-General Frà John Baron Dudley von Sydow von Hoff, is 

an international confraternity of hospitallers who apply themselves to the relief of those 

in need of hospice care, and it models itself upon the traditions and ideals of the 

medieval, chivalric, and hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem.  

    Fifth period: Court Chivalry: In its last stages, chivalry became a mere court service. 

For instance, the Order of the Garter, founded in 1348 by King Edward III of England, 

the Order of the Golden Fleece, founded in 1430 by the Duke of Burgundy (known as 

Philip the Good), and the Order of Saint Michael, founded in 1469 by King Louis XI 

of France (in competitive response to the Burgundian Order of the Golden Fleece), were 

brotherhoods not of crusaders but of courtiers, whose only aim was to contribute to the 

splendor of the sovereign.  

    Sixth period: Symbolic or Esoteric Chivalry: Intimately related to the humanist 

period of chivalry is the gradual emergence of an understanding of chivalry that 

emphasizes the true, internal, nobility of a person. Symbolic or esoteric chivalry is 

reached through the true nobility of a person. For instance, this is the manner in which 

Freemasonry and several other esoteric societies use the concept of chivalry. 

 

28° Knight of the Sun, or Prince Adept: this Degree is focused on the sun in order to 

symbolize pure monotheism, the presence of God’s light in Nature, and the divine 

illumination of the human mind.  

    A 28th-Degree Senate is structured as follows: in the East is the seal of the 

Macrocosm (i.e., the hexagram of Solomon) with the up-pointing triangle in black and 

the down-pointing triangle in white, and under the words “Lux e Tenebris”; in the West 

is the seal of the Microcosm (i.e., the Pentagram) in white and vermillion; in the South 
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is a representation of the Temple of Solomon with a man holding a lamb between the 

columns of Jachin and Boaz; in the North is a symbol from the Zohar, with two man’s 

heads and arms forming a hexagram.  

    In this degree, the following correspondences are taught: 

 

Angelic 

Name 

(Malakim) 

Planet Color Hebrew 

Letter 

Egyptian  

Names 

Metal 

Michael/  

Shemesh 

Sun Purple and 

Gold  

Resh Ra Gold 

Gabriel/ 

Levannah 

Moon Black, 

Blue, and 

Silver 

Gimel Hathor Silver 

Samael  Mars Green and 

Red 

 

Peh Set and 

Horus 

Bronze, 

Iron, and 

Brash 

Raphael/ 

Beit 

Mercury Sky Blue & 

Yellow 

Beth Thoth Quicksilver, 

Aluminum 

Sachiel/ 
Tzadkiel 

Jupiter Orange, 

Purple, and 

Blue 

Kaph Isis and 

Horus 

Tin, Brass, 

and Bronze 

Anael/ 

Haniel 

Venus (The 

Morning 

and 

Evening 

Star, Star of 

Love) 

Red, Dark 

Green, and 

Royal Blue 

Daleth Osiris and 

Isis 

Copper and 

Brass 

Cassiel/ 

Kafziel 

Saturn White, 

Black, Dark 

Green 

Indigo or 

Maroon 

Tau Nephthys 

and Horus 

Lead 

 

29° Scottish Knight of St. Andrew: the emblem of this Degree is the Cross of St. 

Andrew (i.e., the X-shaped Cross), which, in heraldry, is termed the Cross Saltire, and 

it is an emblem of suffering and humility. St. Andrew, the Patron Saint of Scotland, is 

regarded as the symbol of Scottish Freemasonry. In 1320, the Declaration of Arbroath 

cited Scotland’s conversion to Christianity by Andrew, “the first to be an Apostle.” A 

disciple of John the Baptist, the Apostle Andrew only left that Master to follow Jesus 

Christ, and he sealed the faith that he held and the love that he bore to humanity with 

his blood. St. Andrew symbolizes the transition from the Old Law, proclaimed by 

Moses, to the Universal Law of Love and Brotherhood, proclaimed by Christ. By 

analogy, Hiram Abiff, the great Masonic exemplar, symbolizes humanity’s transition 

from moral philosophy to higher spheres of spirituality. Furthermore, the Degree of 

Knight of St. Andrew inculcates equality, representing the poor, yet virtuous, knight 

equal to the monarch, and it exhibits the requisites of true knighthood: protection to the 

defenseless and innocent, the possession of virtue, patience, firmness, truthfulness, and 

fearlessness.  
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Areopagus and Tribunal: 

 

30° Knight Kadosh, or Knight of the White and Black Eagle: In Hebrew, ‘Kadosh’ 

means designated, differentiated or set aside for a purpose. Moreover, according to 

Numbers 16:7, Kadosh is God’s chosen, and, according to Isaiah 5:16, Kadosh is 

fervent and righteous. A primary meaning of the double-headed eagle is balance or 

equilibrium and universality. The plot of this Degree has deep meanings.  

    A Knight of St. Andrew wishes to become a Knight Kadosh. Thus, according to the 

thirtieth-degree ritual, initially, the aspirant listens to the history of the Knights Templar 

and the values of chivalry, which were highlighted in the 27th Degree. The thirtieth 

Degree denounces political and spiritual despotism and corrupt authorities by referring 

to the betrayal and persecution of the medieval Knights Templar by their own political 

and religious superiors, namely by King Philip IV of France and Pope Clement V. The 

truth is that the Knights Templar had committed religious crimes, since they were Papal 

Crusaders, and they had practiced usury; however, King Philip IV of France and Pope 

Clement V persecuted and suppressed the Order of the Knights Templar not because of 

its real crimes, but in order to confiscate its assets, and because both the French King 

and the Pope were afraid of the Templars’ great military and economic power. Hence, 

according to an old maxim of the thirtieth Degree, “Nec proditor, nec proditus, innocens 

feret” (i.e., neither the one who has betrayed nor the one who has been betrayed is 

innocent). The thirtieth Degree refers to the history of the Knights Templar not in order 

to praise medieval warrior-monks, but in order to teach important lessons about the 

spiritual and political freedom of man and in order to remind Freemasons that corrupt 

and authoritarian regimes, such as those of King Philip IV of France and Pope Clement 

V, do not hesitate to persecute and kill even their own soldiers and servants in order to 

advance their own interests. 

    In the context of the 30th Degree ceremony, after having become a sworn adversary 

of political and spiritual tyrants, the aspirant is instructed to ascend and descend the 

mysterious ladder of the Knight Kadosh. This ladder has two supports and seven steps. 

The first support on the right is called “Oheb Eloah,” meaning love of God, and the 

second support on the left is called “Oheb Kerobo,” meaning love of one’s neighbor. 

The seven ascending steps on the left part are the seven Liberal Arts, which allow us to 

know the universe and ascend to high levels of conceptual thinking, whereas the seven 

descending steps remind us of the most important virtues through which we should 

serve our fellow humans and work for the happiness of humanity ‘down here,’ in this 

world. In particular, the seven ascending steps of the Knight Kadosh’s mysterious 

ladder are the following (from bottom to top): 
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(i) Grammar, 

(ii) Rhetoric, 

(iii) Logic, 

(iv) Arithmetic, 

(v) Geometry, 

(vi) Music, 

(vii) Astronomy. 

The seven descending steps of the Knight Kadosh’s mysterious ladder are the following 

(from top to bottom): 

(i) Tsedakah, meaning justice and charity, 

(ii) Schor Laban (literally white ox), meaning goodness and innocence, 

(iii) Mathok, meaning blandness, 

(iv) Emounah, meaning truthfulness, 

(v) Hamal Saghia, meaning tolerance and open-mindedness, 

(vi) Sabbal, meaning moral duty, 

(vii) Ghemoul Binah Thebounah, meaning that prudence leads to wisdom. 

    The Jewel of the 30th Degree consists of a red Teutonic Cross on which is a black 

double-headed eagle with stretched wings and holding a sword in its claws.  

 

 
 

31° Inspector Inquisitor Commander: this Degree is concerned with Masonic justice, 

and it urges the aspirant to study moral philosophy and philosophy of law, to pay 

particular attention to the moral theories and the normative thought of such great 

lawgivers as Moses (the main author of the Pentateuch), Zoroaster (the founder of the 

religion of ancient Persia), Confucius (the great Chinese philosopher and author of his 

seminal Analects), Hermes Trismegistus, Socrates, Mohammed (the Prophet of Islam), 

and Alfred the Great (King of Wessex from 871 to 899 AD), and to remain committed 

to the following teachings of Jesus Christ: “if you forgive men their trespasses, your 

heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you don’t forgive men their trespasses, 

neither will your Father forgive your trespasses” (Matthew 6:14–15). “Don’t judge, so 

that you won’t be judged. For with whatever judgment you judge, you will be judged; 

and with whatever measure you measure, it will be measured to you” (Matthew 7:1–2). 
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“Don’t judge according to appearance, but judge righteous judgment” (John 7:24). 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy” (Matthew 5:7). 

    The Jewel of the 31st Degree is a white Teutonic Cross.  

     

32° Master (or Sublime Prince) of the Royal Secret: this Degree urges the aspirant 

to review the previous thirty-one Degrees and to study metaphysics and philosophy of 

religion in order thus to be able to fully appreciate and understand the “royal secret” of 

Freemasonry, which consists in a peculiar, symbolic Masonic Crusade whose purpose 

is to take possession of a mystical ‘Jerusalem’ that consists in the achievement of the 

following Masonic ends: to heal all inner dissensions and produce peace and harmony 

in the external world; to make charitable judgment universal; to spiritually elevate the 

masses of mankind in order to become aware of their true interests; to substitute the 

fraternal spirit for tyranny and usurped privilege; and to establish a social order in the 

image of the divine order. 

    The Jewel of the 32nd Degree is a golden Teutonic Cross with a red rose at its center. 

 

33° Sovereign Grand Inspector General: this Degree teaches the aspirant that his 

goal, as an Inspector General of the Order, is not to cause fruitless battles and bloodshed 

in order to recapture the land that was sacralized by the life and the death of our Most 

Puissant Lord, Jesus Crist, but to recapture our God-given rights, to substitute truth for 

error, and to substitute freedom and justice for despotism and anomy; for, then and only 

then, will we have recaptured the “the only true Holy Land,” which is “the patrimony 

of love, intelligence, and charity, which our Father has given us.”  

    The Emblem and Jewel of the 33rd Degree is a golden/purple crowned double-

headed eagle with stretched wings and holding a sword in its claws, bearing also the 

inscriptions “Deus Meumque Jus” (God and My Right) and “Ordo Ab Chao” (Order 

out of Chaos).  

 

 
Above: The treaty of Masonic Amity and Mutual Recognition between the Traditional 

Supreme Council of the 33rd Degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite (represented 

by its Sov. Grand Commander Daniel Florin Guran, 33ο, and its Grand Secretary General Daniel 

Todor, 33ο) and the United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite 

Memphis-Misraim (represented by its Grand Hierophant-General Dr. Nicolas Laos, 33ο, 97ο, 

and its Grand Secretary-General Evangelos Macris, LL.M., 33ο, 95ο), signed in Brasov, 

Romania, on March 22, 2016.  
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Consistory: 

 

34º Knight of Scandinavia: this Degree is devoted to the ancient mythology of 

Scandinavia, emphasizing man’s union with God. In particular, this Degree is focused 

on god Odin, whose name means seer and prophet. In Norse mythology, Odin (in Old 

Saxon, Woden) was associated with healing, death, royalty, the gallows, knowledge, 

battle, sorcery, poetry, frenzy, and the runic alphabet, and he was the husband of the 

goddess Frigg. Odin is frequently referred to as a founding figure among various 

Germanic peoples and in most of Scandinavia. In Anglo-Saxon England, Odin held a 

prominent position as a euhemerized ancestral figure among royalty. 

 

35º Knight of the Temple: this Degree is concerned with the acquisition of knowledge 

about the Temple of the Universe.  

 

36º Sublime Negociant: this Degree is concerned with Geometry and Astronomy, it 

refers to the consequences resulting from the astronomical observations of the Priests 

of Babylon, Chaldea, and Sidon, and it quotes a chapter in the Qur’an being the protests 

of Abraham against star and idol worship.  

 

37º Knight of Shota or Sage of Truth: this Degree is focused on the concept of 

initiation, and it studies ancient initiatory traditions.  

 

38º Sublime Elect of Truth or of the Red Eagle: this Degree compares the mysteries 

of different ancient civilizations which, in effect, represented the contest between Light 

and Darkness.  

 

39º Grand Elect of the Aeons: in the context of Eastern mystical traditions, ‘Aeon’ 

signifies a central point of development and refers to the mystery of divine economy, 

which is the main subject-matter of this Degree.  

 

40º Sage Savaiste or Perfect Sage: this Degree considers the fundamental laws of 

nature and instinct, and it touches upon the existence of a God, who draws us to Himself 

by eternal chains, whose links are the love of goodness. According to the teachings of 

this Degree, God is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end of all beings 

and things.  

 

41º Knight of the Arch of Seven Colors: this Degree refers to the Rainbow, which 

receives its prismatic colors as a reflection from the sun upon the humid atmosphere, 

and, according to this degree’s legends, ancient operative Masons held that the Rainbow 

was the pattern on which they were building Arches. The scope of this Degree is to 

teach that the Sun is a Well of beneficence and the Regenerator of Nature’s beauties, 

and that the sun symbolizes the deity, the ultimate source of life and beauty. The 

peculiar symbol of this Degree is the Gammadion (i.e., four Greek gammas, or Γ), 

known also as the swastika, which represents the Great Bear, of seven Stars, in its 

revolution, round the Pole Star.  
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    At the beginning of His work of creation, “God said, ‘Let there be Light,’ and there 

was light” (Genesis 1:3). This white glory of the Beginning was soon diversified and 

reflected by a myriad of rays from the air, the fire, the water, and the earth of the 

material world as well as by the human being, the crown of the Creation, who became 

aware of divers colors. The rainbow in the heavens discloses the whole range of colors, 

of which man is able to distinguish the seven most evident ones, which are known as 

Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, Blue, Indigo, and Violet. The significance and the 

symbolism of the most important colors are the following: 

    White is the combination of all the colors; almost every religion has attributed White 

and Light to God, and it is an emblem of goodness, innocence, and purity. 

    Black is the complete absence of light and color, and, thus, it refers to death and loss. 

    Red is an emblem of God’s omnipotence and of man’s courage, will, and force. 

Yellow is an emblem of God’s omniscience and of man’s mental functions and 

knowledge. 

    Blue is an emblem of God’s omnipresence and of the human virtues of honor, love, 

friendship, fidelity, and prudence. Moreover, blue represents Freemasonic brotherhood, 

and it implies that, in a Freemason’s mind, the aforementioned virtues should be 

expansive as the blue celestial canopy. From the perspective of English Freemasonry, 

the light blue that is used in Masonic regalia is derived from the color of the ribbon of 

the Most Noble Order of the Garter, which was originally light blue. However, in 1831, 

the color of the ribbon of the Most Noble Order of the Garter was changed to deep blue 

in order to distinguish it from that which the Stuarts in banishment on the Continent 

had conferred on their adherents. Thus, in the United Grand Lodge of England, the 

collars and the aprons of Grand Officers are dark blue.  

    Green, being the almost universal color of leaves and growing shoots of all 

vegetation, is an emblem of hope, progress, evolution, and regeneration. In particular, 

the green used in Masonic regalia of the Grand Lodge of Scotland has been probably 

taken from the Most Ancient and Most Noble Order of the Thistle. 

    Purple is associated with imperial rule and dignity, since it is a combination of power 

(Red) and love (Blue).  

    Orange is an emblem of zeal, enthusiasm, and man’s mental and moral development 

and self-control.  

    Violet refers to penitence. 

    Grey is an emblem of humility. 

    Brown, being the color of a large part of the planet earth’s land, is an emblem of 

durability, firmness, constancy, and self-abnegation. 

 

42º Prince of Light: this Degree teaches purity of heart, unselfishness, and justice. 

 

43º Sublime Hermetic Sage or Hermetic Philosopher: in this Degree, the aspirant is 

encouraged to overrun the twelve Symbolic Houses of the Sun, and this degree teaches 

that birth and death are represented by the two emblematical columns, Boaz and Jachin, 

and enclose our earthly destiny. According to this Degree, life is the workshop in which 

is found the hidden treasure-house, where the wise learn to accomplish their destiny 

with strength, courage, and dignity.  
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44º Prince of the Zodiac: this Degree is concerned with the study of the natural book 

of Stellar Universe, and with the correspondences between the twelve labors of the 

Greek divine hero Hercules and the constellations: the first labor is the capture of the 

man-eating Mares of Diomedes, and it corresponds to the Sign of Aries; the second 

labor is the capture of the Cretan Bull, and it corresponds to the Sign of Taurus; the 

third labor is the gathering the Golden Apples of the Hesperides, and it corresponds to 

the Sign of Gemini; the fourth labor is the capture of the Golden Hind of Artemis, and 

it corresponds to the Sign of Cancer; the fifth labor is the slain of the Nemean Lion, and 

it corresponds to the Sign of Leo; the sixth labor is the seizing of the Girdle of 

Hippolyta, Queen of the Amazons, and it corresponds to the Sign of Virgo; the seventh 

labor is the capture of the Erymanthian Boar, and it corresponds to the Sign of Libra; 

the eighth labor is the destruction of the Lernaean Hydra, and it corresponds to the Sign 

of Scorpio; the ninth labor is the slaying of the Stymphalian Birds, and it corresponds 

to the Sign of Sagittarius; the tenth labor is the capture and submission of Cerberus, 

Guardian of Hades, and it corresponds to the Sign of Capricorn; the eleventh labor is 

the cleansing of Augean Stables, and it corresponds to the Sign of Aquarius; the twelfth 

labor is the capture of the Red Cattle of Geryon, and it corresponds to the Sign of Pisces. 

  

45º Sublime Sage of the Mysteries: this Degree is concerned with the transition from 

darkness to light and with the mystical meaning of the number three.  

 

46º Sublime Pastor of the Huts: this Degree is concerned with the Great Work of 

alchemy, and it is focused on the encounter with the Green Lion. In alchemical texts, 

the Green Lion is usually a name for vitriol (the sulphuric acid created by distilling the 

green crystals of iron sulphate in a flask) or the nitric acid formed from heating saltpeter 

or niter and iron sulphate. When nitric acid is mixed with the acid that is derived from 

common salt, hydrochloric acid, produces aqua regia, a greenish tinged liquid that 

could dissolve even gold. Thus, a famous image in alchemy is the Green Lion devouring 

the sun, and it can be interpreted as aqua regia dissolving the solar gold and forming a 

solution that could tinge metals with gold.  

    The term ‘transmutation’ is an alchemical concept that means an attempt to 

understand the logoi of beings in order, ultimately, to purify and ontologically perfect 

material objects and man himself. First, alchemy is related to the practices that were 

used in the Greco-Roman Egypt by goldsmiths and other artificers in metals, who had 

developed techniques for painting metals so as to make them look like gold. Secondly, 

alchemy is related to the theory of the unity of matter (originated by Greek pre-Socratic 

philosophers), according to which all those things we are accustomed to call different 

kinds of matter were primordially derived from one primary kind of matter (prima 

materia), whose alchemical symbol is the Ouroboros, a serpent-dragon eating its own 

tail. Thirdly, alchemy is related to the Aristotelian principle that every art is and must 

be “mimesis,” in the sense that, according to Aristotle’s Poetics, 50a15, art ‘enmatters’ 

species, and mimesis is “the constitution of things” (in Greek, he ton pragmāton 

systasis). Fourthly, alchemy is related to the ancient Greek concept of “cosmic 

sympathy,” also symbolized by the Ouroboros. In the context of ancient Greek 

medicine, according to the Hippocratic corpus (De alim., 23:1), sympathy refers to the 

relationship among different parts of the body, particularly, it refers to the fact that, 
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when a part of the human body somehow suffers, another part may be affected, too. In 

the context of ancient Greek sociology, according to Aristotle’s Politics, 1340a13, 

sympathy refers to the fact that people may share the feelings of their fellow-citizens. 

Moreover, during the Hellenistic period, Stoic philosophers, such as Chrysippus and 

Posidonius, developed the concept of “cosmic sympathy,” in order to describe the 

interconnectedness among the different parts of the universe. 

    In the study of alchemy, practice and experiment are necessary, thus paving the road 

to modern natural science, but these need to be preceded by theoretical knowledge, 

which constitutes the philosophical or spiritual aspect of alchemy. In general, alchemy 

has two aspects: the material and the spiritual. The argument that alchemy was merely 

a primitive form of chemistry is untenable by anyone who is familiar with works written 

by its chief adepts. Additionally, the argument that alchemy is only a set of 

philosophico-theological teachings and that the alchemists’ chemical references are 

only allegories is equally untenable by anyone who is familiar with the history of 

alchemy, since many of alchemy’s most prominent adepts have made significant 

contributions to chemistry, and they have not been notable as teachers either of 

philosophy or of theology.  

    The most ancient known alchemist is the Greek alchemist Zosimos of Panopolis, who 

flourished in the Greco-Roman Egypt in the late third century AD and in the early fourth 

century AD. The tenth century AD Byzantine encyclopedic dictionary Souda writes 

that chemeia, from which alchemy (in Greek, alchemeia) is derived, is the art of making 

silver and gold (the two so-called perfect metals), thus emphasizing the practical aspect 

of alchemy (see Hunger, Herbert, Die Hochsprachliche Profane Literatur der 

Byzantiner, Vol. 2, München: Beck, 1978). Additionally, according to the Souda’s 

lemma chemeia, the Roman Emperor Diocletian (284–305 AD) burned several 

alchemical books that existed in Egypt and contained information about the art of 

making silver and gold, because he didn’t want the Egyptians to accumulate wealth 

through the practice of alchemy, and because he was afraid that the Egyptians would 

be empowered and emboldened by the practice of alchemy.  

    However, Byzantine scholars maintain that alchemy has two aspects: the material 

and the spiritual. For instance, the Byzantine rhetorician Aineias Gazaios (fifth/sixth 

century AD), in his philosophical dialogue entitled Theophrastus, tries to explain the 

resurrection of bodies on the Judgment Day through the divine Creator’s art, according 

to which the body and the soul are united integrally, and, for this purpose, Aineias 

Gazaios draws examples from the practice of alchemy (see Gaza, Enea di, Teofrasto, 

Napoli: Salvatore Iodice, 1958). In particular, in his Theophrastus, Aineias Gazaios 

refers to the art of transmutation, by which it was sought to produce silver and gold 

from other, less precious metals, while, with regard to spiritual alchemy, Aineias 

Gazaios conceives of transmutation as an art that leads to the spiritualization of matter 

and the salvation of the psychosomatic nexus of the human being. It is important to 

mention that, in contrast to radically dualistic approaches to spiritual alchemy, which 

reflect an Asian world-negating mentality and crave for the liberation of spirit from the 

material world, the Byzantine approach to spiritual alchemy seeks to lead man as an 

integral union of mind and body (matter) to the actualization of his divine potential.  

    In the Middle Ages and in the Renaissance, both material and spiritual alchemy 

expanded throughout the Islamic world and Western Europe, and various alchemical 
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‘schools’ were developed by Arab, Persian, and Western European alchemists, such as: 

Al-Farabi (born in Damascus, in the ninth century AD), Ibn Umayl (a tenth century AD 

Arab alchemist who synthesized Greek alchemy and Islamic spirituality), Al-Tughra’i 

(a Persian alchemist born in Isfahan, in the eleventh century AD; his alchemical texts 

incorporated extensive extracts from earlier Arabic alchemical writings and Arabic 

translations of Zosimos of Panopolis’s Greek alchemical treatises), Roger Bacon (a 

thirteenth century English philosopher and Franciscan friar), Paracelsus (1493–1541), 

etc. Ethan Allen Hitchcock’s Remarks upon Alchemy and the Alchemists (1857) is one 

of the most important Western sources for the study of the history and the meaning of 

alchemy. 

 

47º Knight of the Seven Stars: this Degree is related to the symbolism of the seven 

Stars of Ursa Major’s annual revolution round the Mystery Sun and of the Pleiades. In 

Hindu mythology, the brightest stars of Ursa Major represent the Seven Sages and the 

constellation is known as Saptarshi; these seven sages are Bhrigu, Atri, Angirasa, 

Vasishta, Pulastya, Pulalaha, and Kratu. In ancient Greek mythology, the Pleiades 

represent seven divine sisters, whose name was imagined to derive from that of their 

mother Pleione, effectively meaning ‘daughters of Pleione’; Pleione was an Oceanid 

nymph. 

 

48º Sublime Guardian of the Sacred Mount: this Degree is concerned with allegories 

and symbolisms of the highest mysteries, it teaches constancy and fidelity, and its 

emblems are the altar of sacrifice and the initiate’s combat.  

 

49º Sublime Sage of the Pyramids: this Degree urges the aspirant to descend into the 

depths of his soul and follow the ancient path of initiation, which was the following: 

the Neophyte was being conducted to a marvelous building, and he arrived at its marble 

Portico by way of twenty-one steps of red granite, which were resplendent in the rays 

of the setting Sun. These indicated to the Neophyte the termination of his journey. The 

magnificent building had a circle of Crypts that had to be negotiated before arrival at 

the only entrance; those Crypts formed a labyrinth where the Neophyte would have 

wandered without finding the entrance if he did not have a guide. The Neophyte entered 

the first Crypt, and, after retracing his steps several times, he arrived, by observation 

and perseverance, at a Vestibule, above which was written, “Gate of the Dead.” When 

the Neophyte passed through that gate, a Priest went to his aid, and he presented the 

Neophyte with the Golden Branch, the Symbol of Initiation. Then the Priest threw a 

black transparent veil over the Neophyte’s head, and he conducted him into a Temple 

where twenty-one Patriarchs, clothed in black tunics, were siting. The place was 

covered with hieroglyphics and painted in bright colors, and all the signs of the Zodiac 

were represented; in the midst of this Sanctuary, there was a triangular pyramid 

surmounted by the Sun, and, below it, there was a small richly decorated Altar, upon 

which laid a book bound in red leather. An Officer of the Temple opened the book and 

asked the aspirant to write his full name and qualities in this book. While this was done, 

one of the Patriarchs addressed the aspirant, saying that the Universal Cause acts with 

one aim, but it acts by different laws, and that the aspirant should examine the chain of 

love that gathers and unites all below as well as on high.  
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50º Sublime Philosopher of Samothrace: this Degree is devoted to the study of the 

mysteries of the “Great Gods” (in Greek, Theoi Megaloi) of Samothrace (a mountainous 

island in the northern Aegean). Our evidence for the Samothracian gods and their 

mysteries imply that there was at least one main female deity, along the lines of a ‘Great 

Mother’ (who is depicted on some Samothracian coins), two other male deities that 

were depicted in statues with the phallus erect (Herodotus, History, 2:51), and a fourth 

attendant figure (Kasmilos). In the first century BC, the ancient Greek historian 

Diodorus of Sicily wrote about the Mysteries of Samothrace that, even though “the 

details of the initiatory rite are guarded among the matters not to be divulged and are 

communicated to the initiates alone,” there are rumors about “how these gods appear 

to mankind and bring unexpected aid to those initiates of theirs who call upon them in 

the midst of perils,” and it is also claimed that “men who have taken part in the 

mysteries become more pious and more just and better in every respect than they were 

before” (Diodorus of Sicily, Library of History, 49:1–6). 

 

51º Sublime Titan of the Caucasus: this Degree is devoted to the study of the ancient 

Greek myth of Prometheus, who, according to ancient Greek mythology, gave fire to 

mankind.  

 

52º Sage of the Labyrinth: this Degree is devoted to the study of Hermeticism. The 

Hermetica are Egyptian-Greek wisdom texts from the second and the third centuries 

AD that are mostly presented as dialogues in which a teacher, generally identified as 

Hermes Trismegistus (‘thrice-greatest Hermes’), enlightens a disciple. These texts form 

the basis of Hermeticism. Sir Isaac Newton has translated the Emerald Tablet—one of 

the most important pieces of Hermetica reputed to contain the secret of the prima 

materia and its transmutation—as follows (see Dobbs, B. J. T., “Newton’s Commentary 

on the Emerald Tablet of Hermes Trismegistus,” in Hermeticism and the Renaissance, 

edited by I. Merkel and A. G. Debus, Washington: Folger Shakespeare Library; 

London: Associated University Presses, 1988, p. 183): 

 

T’is true without lying, certain most true. That which is below is like that 

which is above that which is above is like that which is below to do the 

miracles of one only thing. And as all things have been arose from one by 

the mediation of one: so all things have their birth from this one thing by 

adaptation. The Sun is its father, the moon its mother, the wind hath carried 

it in its belly, the earth its nurse. The father of all perfection in the whole 

world is here. Its force or power is entire if it be converted into earth. 

Separate thou the earth from the fire, the subtle from the gross sweetly with 

great industry. It ascends from the earth to the heaven again it descends to 

the earth and receives the force of things superior and inferior. By this 

means ye shall have the glory of the whole world thereby all obscurity shall 

fly from you. Its force is above all force. For it vanquishes every subtle 

thing and penetrates every solid thing. So was the world created. From this 

are and do come admirable adaptations whereof the means (Or process) is 

here in this. Hence I am called Hermes Trismegist, having the three parts 
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of the philosophy of the whole world. That which I have said of the 

operation of the Sun is accomplished and ended. 

 

53º Knight of the Phoenix or Sage of the Phoenix: this Degree is devoted to the study 

of the myth of the Phoenix, which, according to ancient Greek mythology, was a long-

lived bird that obtained new life by arising from the ashes of its previous form; the 

Phoenix “could symbolize renewal in general as well as . . . life in the heavenly 

Paradise, Christ, Mary, virginity, the exceptional man, and certain aspects of Christian 

life” (see Van den Broek, Roelof, The Myth of the Phoenix: According to Classical and 

Early Christian Traditions, Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1971, p. 9).  

 

54º Sublime Skald: the Scandinavian term ‘Skald’ means poet, and this Degree is 

devoted to the study of the manners in which the different great mythological traditions 

of the world have addressed the quest for truth.  

 

55º Sublime Orphic Doctor: this Degree is devoted to the study of the Orphic 

Mysteries, associated with literature ascribed to the Greek mythical poet Orpheus, who 

descended into Hades and returned. According to ancient Greek mythology, Orpheus 

founded the Orphic Mysteries. The rites of those mysteries were based on the myth of 

Dionysus Zagreus, the son of Zeus and Persephone. When Zeus proposed to make 

Zagreus the ruler of the universe, the Titans disagreed, and they dismembered the boy 

and devoured him. Athena, the goddess of wisdom, saved Zagreus’s heart and gave it 

to Zeus, who swallowed the heart, from which was born the second Dionysus Zagreus. 

Moreover, Zeus destroyed the Titans with lightning. From the ashes of the Titans sprang 

the human race, who were part divine (Dionysus) and part evil (Titan). This double 

aspect of human nature, the Dionysian and the Titanic, plays a key role in Orphism. 

The Orphics affirmed the divine origin of the soul, but they believed that the soul could 

be liberated from its Titanic inheritance and could achieve eternal bliss through 

initiation into the Orphic Mysteries (see Guthrie, William K. C., Orpheus and Greek 

Religion: A Study of the Orphic Movement, Princeton: Princeton University Press, 

1993). Plato’s theory of ideas transformed Orphism’s tradition of mystical cleansing 

into an integrated philosophical system. 

 

56º Pontiff of Cadmia or Sage of Cadmia: this Degree is concerned with the 

alchemical Great Work, and it urges the aspirant to study the seven musical tones, the 

seven colors, and the seven vowels. In alchemy, cadmia is an oxide of zinc that collects 

on the sides of furnaces where copper or brass is smelted and zinc sublimed.  

 

57º Sublime Magus: the word Magus (plural Magi) means a wise man (according to 

ancient Zoroastrian and Hellenistic traditions and according to the Gospel of Matthew 

in the New Testament), and this Degree is concerned with the derivation of all things 

from one Almighty Spirit and with the study of the relationship between spirit and 

matter.  

 

58º Sage Brahmin or Prince Brahmin: this Degree is devoted to the study of the 

spirituality of Brahmanism. Brahmanism was a monotheistic faith in Brahma as 
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Creator, as the Logos/Word of Greek philosophy. The Brahmanic Triad came later, and, 

in the context of the Brahmanic Triad, we find the acceptance of three Forms of the 

Deity, that is, three members of the supreme godhead (known as the Trimutri system): 

Brahma as Creator, Vishnu as Preserver, and Siva as Destroyer. Moreover, in 

Hinduism, it is generally accepted that each member of the supreme godhead has a 

sakti, that is, a passive or female counterpart or goddess, who are also venerated by the 

Hindus. According to a notable article of the Hindu faith, Vishnu the Preserver makes 

occasional descents upon earth to teach mankind and destroy evil forces, and, for this 

purpose, he takes various animal and human forms; these descents are called Avatars, 

of which ten principal ones are taught: the most recent was as Krishna, and the last shall 

be as Khaki riding on a white horse.  

 

59º Sublime Sage of Ogygia or Grand Pontiff of Ogygia: this Degree is devoted to 

the study of Homer’s poetic mythology. Odysseus, on leaving Troy, arrives at the island 

of the beautiful witch-goddess Circe, who, through a magical herb, transformed 

Odysseus’s crew into swine, that is, Circe’s magic brought out their male chauvinism 

from within, and they were brutalized by sensuality.  

    Hermes, the Greek equivalent of the Egyptian god Thoth, protects Odysseus and 

gives him a sacred plant, called moly, whose root is black, and whose flower is white 

and milky. Circe’s magical arts fail by the spiritual virtue of the plant that Hermes gave 

to Odysseus, she proposes a union to Odysseus, she swears by dread oaths that tie the 

powers below, and then she restores her swine to human form. After one year in this 

state, Odysseus and his crew leave Circe’s island, they cross the sea to the Cimmerian 

Cavern, which leads to Tartarus. The necessary sacrifices are made, and then, after 

visiting the Tartarus, the hero begins his voyage and reaches the island of Ogygia, 

where he begins a happy life with the nymph Calypso, and he remains seven years with 

her until Hermes commands his return to his own land.  

 

60º Sublime Guardian of the Three Fires: this Degree is concerned with the three 

principles that constitute the human being: the body, the soul, and the divine spirit that 

resides in man’s mind.  

 

61º Sublime Unknown Philosopher: this Degree is devoted to the occult medicine of 

the alchemists. 

 

62º Sublime Sage of Eleusis: this Degree is devoted to the study of the Mysteries of 

Eleusis, held every year for the cult of Demeter and Persephone based at Eleusis in 

ancient Greece.  

 

63º Sublime Kawi: the Sanskrit term ‘Kawi’ means poet and is equivalent to the terms 

‘Skald’ (Scandinavian) and ‘Bard’ (Celtic). This Degree teaches love, union, and labor. 

  

64º Sage of Mithras: this Degree is devoted to the study of the Mysteries of Mithras, 

and it teaches the aspirant that there are mysteries within mysteries, in the sense that 

there is an exoteric initiation and an esoteric one. Mithras is the Zoroastrian angelic 

Power of Covenant and Oath as well as a divine Judge, an all-seeing Protector of Truth, 
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and the Guardian of Cattle, of the Harvest, and of the Waters. According to the central 

premise of Zoroastrianism, which is exposed in the sacred volume called Avesta written 

in the Zend language, Ahura Mazda or Ohrmazd (Ahura literally means light, and 

Mazda literally means wisdom), being the highest spirit of worship, and Angra Mainyu 

or Ahriman, being the destructive spirit, contend with each other upon the earth for the 

souls of men; man may in this life fall under the evil sway of Ahriman, but Ohrmazd 

shall be supreme at the end.  

    Ohrmazd had produced, by his Word, a being called Life, or the Bull (the same word 

in Zend stands for both). However, Ahriman contrived to harm this being, and 

Ohrmazd, through the agency of an Amshaspand (spiritual creature) called 

Saphandomad (Wisdom), formed the first human pair, Meschia and Meschiane. 

Ahriman managed to corrupt this human couple by a bribe of fruits and milk. As a result 

an ongoing war broke out between Ohrmazd and Ahriman. The predominant principle 

of Zoroastrianism is purity symbolized by a sacred flame. 

 

65º Guardian of Sanctuary or Grand Installator: this Degree teaches Faith, Hope, 

and Charity, and its symbol is a winged egg.  

 

66º Grand Architect of the Mysterious City or Grand Consecrator: this Degree is 

devoted to the concept of spirit or sacred breath, and its symbol is a winged egg on 

which is a circle with three stars. 

 

67º Guardian of the Incommunicable Name or Grand Eulogist: this Degree is 

devoted to the concept of the divine Son, and its symbol is a winged egg on which is a 

rayed triangle with the letter G (standing for Gnosis and Geometry) in the center.  

    The major emblem of the United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and 

Primitive Rite Memphis-Misraim is as follows: the Cosmic Egg with stretched wings, 

the letter Yod in the center of the Cosmic Egg (since Yod refers to the primal vibration 

of the universe, and it is the first letter of the Holy Tetragrammaton: Yod-He-Vav-He), 

nine stars (seven plus two) surrounding the Cosmic Egg (nine is called the Triple 

Ternary and refers to the perfection of the spheres; seven is the perfect number, also 

termed the most venerable, since it refers to the creation of the World; two refers to the 

active and the passive qualities of Nature), and the eye of Horus in a radiant equilateral 

triangle (Sacred Delta) superimposed on the Cosmic Egg.  

    The Tetragrammaton (Yehovah) consists of the following four Hebrew letters, which 

correspond to the following Alchemical Elements: 

Yod = Fire 

He = Water 

Vav = Air 

He = Earth. 

 

68º Patriarch of Truth: this Degree is concerned with God, intelligence, and the 

traditions of the ancient Egyptian city Heliopolis. The symbol of this Degree is a square 

on a winged egg from which proceed four rays in the middle of the sides; in the center 

of the square is a delta, and in the center of this is a star.  

 



 

42 
 

69º Knight of the Golden Branch of Eleusis or Sage of the Golden Branch of 

Eleusis: this Degree explains why the branch is the symbol of initiation. According to 

Pythagoras’s teachings, the path of Virtue and Vice resembles the letter Y; hence, the 

branch, like the letter Y, symbolizes the double path: the first is narrow and stony, and 

it leads to Elysium, whereas the second, is broad ad easy, and it leads to Tartarus.  

 

70º Prince of Light or Patriarch of the Planispheres: this Degree urges the aspirant 

to contemplate the divine Orient.  

 

71º Patriarch of the Sacred Vedas: this Degree urges the aspirant to contemplate 

Arjuna’s battles at Kurukshetra, mentioned in the Bhagavad Gita. As the battle draws 

to a close, Arjuna is overcome with self-doubt about the righteousness of the war 

against his own friends and family. But, after his philosophical dialogue with Krishna, 

the eighth avatar of the god Vishnu, and with Krishna’s help, Arjuna managed to defeat 

his enemies. 

  

72º Sublime Master of Wisdom: this Degree is concerned with the study of the 

institutions of the mysteries, in general.  

 

73º Patriarch of the Sacred Fire or Doctor of the Sacred Fire: this Degree is 

centered on the occult fire, which is symbolized by the secret ever-burning fire of the 

temple of Heliopolis, the serpent issuing from the head of ancient Egyptian King 

Initiates, the horns of Isis and of Moses, etc.  

 

74º Sublime Master of the Stoka: in the Sanskrit literature, the Stoka is the oldest, 

simplest, and most popular measure; it consists of a distich of two sixteen-syllable lines 

divided at the eighth syllable. Thus, in the context of the Memphis-Misraim Rite, a 

Sublime Master of the Stoka is one who has mastered the occult powers of numbers 

and rhythm.   

 

75º Knight Commander of the Libyan Chain: this Degree is an honorific title, since 

it is the supreme degree of the Consistory. The title of this degree refers to the chains 

of gold that were granted by Egyptian and other Oriental kings as a mark of royal favor. 

The Libyan Sea is the portion of the Mediterranean Sea between the southern coastline 

of Crete and the coastline of northern Africa. The earliest references to the term 

‘Libyan’ can found in the works of the Greek historians and geographers Polybius (third 

century BC), Strabo (first century BC), and Plutarch (first century AD).  

 

 
 

Sublime Council: 

 

76º Interpreter of Hieroglyphics or Patriarch of Isis: this Degree is focused on Isis, 

and it teaches science, wisdom, and virtue. In ancient Egyptian mythology, Isis was the 
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wife and sister of Osiris, the mother of Horus, and the first daughter of Geb and Nut. 

Geb was the Egyptian god of the Earth and a member of the Ennead of Heliopolis. 

According to the Ennead of Heliopolis, in the beginning there was nothing (Nun), a 

mound of earth rose from Nun, and upon it Atum (later Amun or Ra) emerged as the 

cause of himself. He did not want to be alone, and, thus, he spoke the Great Word 

(according to the Memphite theology), or he masturbated (according to the Helipolitan 

system), producing air (Shu), and moisture (Tefnut). Shu and Tefnut gave birth to the 

earth (Geb) and the sky (Nut). Geb and Nut were separated by Shu, creating our world. 

The children of Nut and Geb were Osiris, Horus the elder, Set, Isis, and Nephthys.  

    Nut was the Egyptian goddess of the sky in the Ennead of Heliopolis. Isis was chosen 

by her older brother, Osiris, to share the throne. She instituted marriage, she taught 

women to grow corn and wean clothes, and she taught men to cure disease. When Osiris 

was killed by their brother Set, who usurped the throne, Isis searched the Nile for her 

husband’s body. Upon finding Osiris’s coffin, she bathed it in tears and brought it back 

to Egypt, where she restored it, allowing Osiris to posthumously conceive a son, called 

Horus, with her. In order to achieve the permanent annihilation of Osiris, Set cut 

Osiris’s body into fourteen pieces, which he then scattered throughout Egypt. Isis 

searched and recovered every piece of Osiris’s body, except for the phallus, which had 

been devoured by a crab, and then she performed for the first time in Egyptian history 

the rites of embalmment, which gave Osiris eternal life. Isis was helped by Anubis, 

Thoth, and her son, Horus. Moreover, Thoth became the judge of Horus and Set, and 

he sentenced Set to return the Kingdom of Egypt to Horus. Isis represents the 

Kabbalistic Sefira of Binah.  

 

77º Sublime Knight or Sage Theosopher: this Degree is concerned with comparative 

mythology. In this context, the Kabbalistic Tree of Life can be used as a system of 

comparative religion/mythology in the context of which one draws correspondences 

between divine figures and the Sefirot of the Kabbalistic Tree of Life.  

    For instance, one can draw the following correspondences:  

1. Kether: Ptah, the Egyptian god of Memphis and defender of craftsmen and artists.  

2. Hokhmah: Thoth. Thoth is the Greek name given to the Egyptian god of the moon 

(lunar deity), wisdom, writing, magic, and the measurement of time. He was credited 

by the ancient Egyptians as the inventor of writing and the 365-day calendar. 

3. Binah: Isis. The Osiris mystery represents the human soul’s drama. Osiris symbolizes 

the soul proper, namely, what in ancient Greek is called nous, the repository of the 

uncreated Spirit, or what the Kabbalists call neshamah. Osiris is also a Son of the Sun. 

However, within the profane men, Osiris is dead through the lower nature, symbolized 

by Set-Typhon, which means through the animal soul, particularly, through selfish 

thoughts and through selfish sentiments and passions. Thus, Osiris is buried in the 

shrine of the mummy of the material world and thrown into the Nile, which symbolizes 

material life. But Isis, who symbolizes the love for the divine, that is, for the real Truth, 

seeks, with the help of Anubis, who symbolizes divine wisdom, the parts of Osiris’s 

fragmented corpse, to collect them and to take care of them, thus giving rise to an 

integrated, harmonious, and divinely illuminated higher soul, symbolized by Horus, the 

new divine Osiris, who subdues the demon, namely, Set. 
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4. Hesed: Amoun, known also as “Little king of the gods,” he was the god of expedition 

and discovery. 

5. Gevurah: Horus. 

6. Tifereth: Ra. 

7. Netsah: Hathoor, the goddess of joy, love, dance, music, song, and weaving.  

8. Hod: Anubis, the god of embalming and the companion of souls. 

9. Yesod: Shu, the god of light and air and as such personified the wind and the earth’s 

atmosphere.  

10. Malkuth: Osiris. 

 

78º Grand Pontiff of the Thebais: this Degree is concerned with the mythological and 

scientific traditions of Thebes. Thebes was the most ancient part of Egypt, and Osiris 

was born in Thebes. According to Diodorus of Sicily, the Thebans were the most 

ancient of people, and, according to Lucian, the Egyptians were the first who erected 

temples. Moreover, according to Lucian, the Ethiopians and the Thebans invented the 

Science of the Stars and named the planets. 

 

79º Knight of the Formidable Sada or Sage of the Formidable Sada: in Sanskrit, 

Sada means ever, always, or constantly, and, thus, this Degree emphasizes that 

constancy which the members of the Memphis-Misraim Rite must observe in delving 

into the mysteries of nature and science.  

 

80º Sublime Elect of the Sanctuary of Heliopolis or of Mazias: the ancient Egyptian 

cult center Iunu, named “On” in the Hebrew Bible, was renamed Heliopolis by the 

Greeks, because the sun-god Ra (in Greek, Helios) presided there. Iunu is mentioned in 

the Pyramid Text as the “House of Ra,” and Ra means creator. According to ancient 

Egyptian mythology, Ra, before manifesting in Heliopolis, rested under the name Atum 

in the ocean. However, one day, Ra rose out from the abyss enclosed within a lotus, 

and he shined in the Egyptian sky. From Ra came Shu and Tefnut, from whom came 

Geb and Nut, from whom came Osiris and Isis. Sometimes, Ra is personified as a man 

with a head of a falcon under the name Ra-Harakhty (i.e., the god of Heliopolis). 

    Moreover, according to the ancient Egyptian mythology, Ra sprang from the Cosmic 

Egg. In particular, in the Egyptian Book of the Dead, Ra is shown beaming in his egg 

(specifically, the Sun), and he started off when the god Shoo (i.e., the Solar energy) 

awakened and gave him the impulse. According to the Egyptian Book of the Dead, 85, 

Ra exclaims: “I am the creative soul of the celestial abyss. None sees my nest, none can 

break my egg, I am the Lord!” In general, the first manifestation of the cosmos in the 

form of an egg (i.e., the primordial, unnamed ‘First Cause’) was a widely diffused 

tradition of antiquity. For instance, according to the ancient Egyptian mythology, Seb, 

who was the god of Time and of the Earth, laid an egg, which represented the universe. 

Similarly, according to the Brahmanda Purana and the “Nasadiya Sukta,” the ‘First 

Cause’ created the cosmos from the monistic Hiranyagarbha or Golden Egg. The 

Brahmanda Purana (The History of the Universe), is one of the eighteen Mahapuranas, 

that is, eighteen Hindu religious texts. The Sanskrit term ‘Brahmanda’ is derived from 

the Sanskrit terms ‘Brahma’ and ‘anda’: ‘Brahma’ is regarded as a manifestation of 

‘Brahman’ as the creator deity, and, by extension, it refers to the universe coming from 
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the root brith, meaning expansion; the word ‘anda’ means egg. The “Nasadiya Sukta,” 

also known as the “Hymn of Creation,” is the 129th hymn of the 10th Mandala of the 

Rigveda. In addition, in the ancient Greek Orphic tradition, the Orphic Egg is the cosmic 

egg from which hatched the primordial hermaphroditic deity Phanes/Protogonos, who, 

in turn, gave birth to the other gods (see West, Martin L., The Orphic Poems, Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 1983). In Greek, ‘Protogonos’ means First-Born, and ‘Phanes’ 

means ‘Manifestor’ or ‘Revealer,’ and it is related to the Greek words ‘light’ and ‘to 

shine forth.’ 

 

81º Intendant Regulator or Patriarch of Memphis: this Degree is focused on Horus, 

and it is concerned with the concepts of the divine Son, the divine mediator, fatherhood, 

meekness, and justice. Our knowledge of the Memphite ‘school’ is based on an 

inscription on the right-hand side of the Shabaka Stone, the so-called Memphis 

Theology. The Shabaka Stone is a heavy, near black block or slab of “Green breccia” 

from Wadi Hammamat named after Pharaoh Shabaka, who ruled in the XXVth 

Dynasty, in the eighth century BC (see Frankfort, Henri, Kingship and the Gods, 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1979, chapter 2). The Shabaka Stone (lines 1 

and 2) includes the following text: 

 

The living Horus: excellent Two Lands; the Two Ladies: excellent Two 

Lands; the Golden Horus: excellent Two Lands; King of Upper and Lower 

Egypt: Neferkare, the son of Ra, [Shabaka], beloved of Ptah-South-of-his-

Wall, who lives like Ra forever. 

 

According to the Shabaka Stone and the Pyramid Texts, creation emerges as “the risen 

land,” or “ta-Tenen,” out of Nun, the primordial chaos (a chaotic state before creation). 

Atum-Ra, the creator-god manifesting as the Sun, rested upon the sacred hill of 

Heliopolis when he rose for the first time. Whereas Nun is the inert primordial ocean, 

the primordial hill, namely, Heliopolis, is the mount of creation. This pictorial 

representation refers to the ancient Egyptian mythological cosmogony: in this context, 

the “risen land” was a metaphor of the emergence of creation and light out of the 

undifferentiated ‘waters,’ in which inert chaos lay dormant and hidden by darkness, and 

in which the creative cause, precisely, Atum (i.e., the ba or ‘soul’ of chaos) ‘floated.’ 

 

82º Grand Elect of the Temple of Midgard: in Norse cosmology, Midgard (in Old 

Saxon, Middilgard) is the name for the world inhabited by and known to humans, that 

is, it is synonymous with the Greek term ecumene. Obviously, this Degree is concerned 

with philosophy of religion and comparative religion.  

 

83º Sublime Elect of the Valley of Oddy: this Degree is concerned with the symbolical 

significance of the Ennead of Heliopolis. According to the Memphite theological 

system, Ptah is the speaking Atum-Ra: he is all-encompassing, and, by speaking the 

Great Word, he created the Ennead of Heliopolis. In other word’s Atum’s Great Word, 

or Logos, is the first cause of the created universe. According to the Shabaka Stone and 

the Pyramid Texts, the principle of mind whose essence is the heart and the principle 

of creative speech whose essence is the tongue are, respectively, the ‘semen’ and the 
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‘hands’ of Atum. In particular, according to the Shabaka Stone (lines 53 and 54), Horus 

is a power or an epiphany of Ptah’s mind (heart), and Thoth is a power or an epiphany 

of Ptah’s tongue (speech): 

 

There comes into being in the heart. There comes into being by the tongue. 

(It is) as the image of Atum. Ptah is the very great, who gives life to all the 

gods and their vital essence (ka). It all in this heart and by this tongue. Horus 

came into being in him; Thoth came into being in him as Ptah. 

 

84º Patriarch of the Izeds or Doctor of the Izeds: according to Zoroastrianism, 

Ohrmazd created spirits ranged in a certain hierarchical order; the Amshaspands occupy 

the first rank, the Izeds the second, and the Fervers the third. Moreover, according to 

Zoroastrianism, there are twenty-eight Izeds, of whom Mithras is the chief.  

 

85º Sublime Sage or Knight of Kneph: in ancient Egyptian religious art, Kneph is a 

motif consisting of a winged egg, which symbolizes universal spirit acting on 

primordial matter, and, generally, it represents the productive world.  

 

86º Sublime Philosopher of the Valley of Kab: this Degree refers to the Sublime Rose 

of the Valley of Kab. In particular, the priests of Memphis used to consecrate a Rose 

bush to Isis, who was called the Queen of Roses. Kab is the name of the sacred site of 

Memphis where the symbolic rose was found.  

 

87º Sublime Prince of Masonry: this Degree reviews all previous ones.  

 

88º Grand Elect of the Sacred Curtain: St. Clement of Alexandria (the great second-

century AD Greek theologian and head of the catechetical school of Alexandria) said 

that, in the temples of Egypt, an immense curtain separated the Congregation from the 

Sanctuary. That curtain was drawn over five pillars, which symbolize the five senses, 

and was made of four colors symbolizing both the four elements and the four Cardinal 

Points. In the context of the Memphis-Misraim Rite, the Sacred Curtain is an emblem 

of the completion of Initiation, and it represents the esoteric teaching of Masonry as 

distinct from the exoteric one.  

 

89º Patriarch of the Mystical City: this Degree urges the candidate to contemplate 

Truth, Hope, Life, and Death.  

 

90º Sublime Master of the Great Work: this Degree is an honorific title, since it is 

the supreme degree of the Sublime Council.  
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Grand Tribunal: 

 

91º Grand Defender: the active members of this Degree constitute a body of Nine 

Dignitaries entitled the Grand Tribunal of Defenders of the Order, and their Chief 

Magistrate is called the Grand Shofet (in Hebrew, Shofet means judge). This Degree is 

concerned with the administration of justice within the Order. 

 

92º Grand Catechist: the active members of this Degree constitute a body of Seven 

Dignitary Officers entitled the Grand Liturgical College of Sublime Catechists of the 

Order. Their duty is to inspect the labors of the subordinate bodies.  

 

93º Regulator General: the active members of this Degree constitute a body of Nine 

Dignitaries entitled the Grand Consistory of Inspector Regulators General of the Order, 

subordinate to the G.C.G. of 94°.  

 

94º Prince of Memphis or Grand Administrator: the active members of this Degree 

constitute a body of Seven Dignitary Officers entitled the Grand Council General 

(G.C.G.) of Administrators of the Order, Princes of Memphis.  

 

95º Grand Conservator: the active members of this Degree constitute a body of Seven 

Dignitary Officers entitled the Sovereign Sanctuary of Patriarchs and Matriarchs Grand 

Conservators of the Order.  

 

96º Grand and Puissant Sovereign of the Order: the active members of this Degree 

constitute a body of six Sublime Magi, 96°, presided over by a Grand Hierophant, 97°, 

and the Assembly is entitled Grand Areopagus of the Celestial Empire of the Sublime 

Magi 96°, Grand and Puissant Sovereigns of the Order.  

 

97º Grand Hierophant: The Supreme Head of the Order.  
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