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THE DECLARATION OF  

THE UNITED TRADITIONALIST GRAND SANCTUARIES OF 

THE ANCIENT AND PRIMITIVE RITE MEMPHIS–MISRAIM 

“The vision of Christ that thou dost see is my vision’s greatest enemy. 

Both read the Bible day and night, but thou read’st black where I read white. 

His seventy disciples sent against religion and government.”1 

As the Founder and President (‘Grand Hierophant-General’) of the international 

Freemasonic fraternity that is called the United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and 

Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim, I am herewith elucidating its structure, values, and strategy, 

which pertain to the great existential and ethical problems of humanity.  

Each Freemasonic system is a symbolic technology or, in other words, an economy of 

signs (significations) that underpins an anthropological and social architecture. Just as each 

technology can be used by different historical actors and serve different purposes, the ‘symbolic 

technology’ of Freemasonry can be used by different forces and for different reasons. Thus, 

there are several mutually different and distinct Freemasonic systems. We reject every claim 

that any particular Freemasonic entity, whichever it may be, has a monopoly on defining and/or 

administering ‘regular Freemasonry’; we perceive each and every Freemasonic organization as 

                                                                    
1 Blake, William, The Everlasting Gospel, ca. 1818; the “seventy disciples” to whom Blake refers were 

emissaries of Jesus Christ mentioned in Luke 10:1–24.  
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a symbolic construction company based on its own architectural plans; we have exerted the 

right of each sovereign Grand Masonic Body to modify and interpret Masonic rituals according 

to its own strategy, maintaining, however, the fixed structure and the fixed plot of the 

established Freemasonic myths and degrees; and, thus, we have articulated and herewith, 

honestly and courageously, propose our own architectural plan for a Traditionalist, Activist, and 

Interventionist Freemasonry. In other words, the United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the 

Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim is a Freemasonic organization that has its own 

ethos, and it has created and uses its own version of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–

Misraim, which it proposes to the world, in general, and to Freemasons, in particular.  

Our own Masonic Order’s motto is “hypostatically we are initiated, fraternally we rise,” 

meaning that each of us has sought initiation and experiences the real truth according to one’s 

own free will and existential otherness, yet, by being transparent to the real truth, we are 

transparent to each other, too, and we thus build an expanding Holy Empire of true Gnosis, or 

divine Knowledge.  

According to our traditionalist, activist, and interventionist ethos and ritual, in the 

United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim: 

 

We are concerned with the study of comparative mythology and symbology and with broad 

cultural identity issues. As regards religion, in particular, we study comparative religion and, 

especially, the itinerary of the human spirit from the beginning of civilization until the 

historical disclosure of the Incarnate Logos of God, namely, Jesus Christ, who gave humanity 

the perfect religion.  

By the term ‘tradition,’ we refer to the supratemporal and tasntemporal Truth, which is 

being transferred from the past to the future through the present, thus making the present 

meaningful and referring time to eternity. Due to its traditionalist ethos, the United 

Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim 

promotes Unity in Truth, that is, spiritual unity in the context of the traditional principle of the 

real good (the good-in-itself), and, from this perspective, it rejects the Hegelian principle 

‘thesis-antithesis-synthesis.’ The Hegelian principle ‘thesis-antithesis-synthesis,’ originally 

coined by the German philosopher Georg W. H. Hegel, is a process that seeks to establish a 

world monologue through the Hegelian dialectic, which deifies history and, ultimately, leads 

to the deification of a particular historical subject that historically embodies the final ‘synthesis’ 

(and manipulates both the ‘thesis’ and the ‘antithesis’ according to one’s own selfish interests). 

Hence, the Hegelian principle ‘thesis-antithesis-synthesis’ is a sacrilege against the uncreated 

Great Architect of the Universe, whom it degrades into a historical world order. But, as the 

Apostle Paul asks, “what fellowship do righteousness and iniquity have? Or what fellowship 

does light have with darkness?” (2 Corinthians 6:14).  
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We maintain that the truth of ‘tradition’ is identical with the ‘sacred,’ and, hence, 

traditionalism consists in a peculiar sacerdotal system, precisely, in a system founded and 

focused on man’s initiation in the real good (the good-in-itself). In the context of traditionalism, 

as we understand it, every historical form of authority and hierarchy stems from tradition and 

refers to tradition. Furthermore, from our perspective, tradition consists in a human 

community’s belief in the real good, as proclaimed by the ancient mystery schools, Plato’s 

philosophy, and the great religious traditions of humanity, in contradistinction to the 

civilizations that are dominated by the social classes of the merchants and the moneylenders, 

in contradistinction to Marxism (irrespectively of the particular differences among the various 

Marxist currents), and in contradistinction to Fascism (in all its forms and varieties).  

We agree with the French traditionalist scholar and Freemason René Guénon that, 

gradually, in the context of secularization, the dominant Western Christian communities, 

namely, the Vatican, the Puritans, and the Evangelicals, lost the deep initiatory character and 

the esoteric underpinnings of Christianity (the Christ Mystery), and they degraded into 

exoteric religious systems.2 However, we highlight something of which René Guénon was 

ignorant, specifically, the mystical Christianity of the Orthodox East. The mystical 

Christianity of the Orthodox East, as it was formed by Greek and Slavic Church Fathers during 

the Middle Ages, preserved the initiatory and esoteric character of genuine Christianity, and, 

therefore, it belongs to traditionalism; in particular, according to the United Traditionalist 

Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim, the mystical 

Christianity of the Orthodox East, being centered on the deification of humanity, is the most 

perfect traditionalist path. Unfortunately, however, gradually, the institutional administrative 

authorities of several Eastern Orthodox Churches failed to adhere to the mystical tradition of 

Hesychasm,3 they compromised with the spirit of secularization, and they formed bureaucratic, 

superstitious, and formalist structures.  

Following the traditionalist thought of René Guénon, we discard every type of 

spiritualism (such as necromancy, mediumism, the New Age movement, etc.), because, from 

the perspective of traditionalism, spiritualism is a phenomenon of counter-initiation, precisely, 

it consists in a restructuring of pseudo-traditions originated in modernity, and it is damnable 

because it seeks to intercept the real tradition, and it is manifestly characterized by populism 

and by lack of spiritual coherence.  

                                                                    
2 For an introduction into René Guénon’s life and thought, see Waterfield, Robin, René Guénon and 

the Future of the West, 2nd edition, Hillsdale, NY: Sophia Perennis, 2002. 

3 For a thorough study of Hesychasm, see: Laos, Nicolas, Methexiology: Philosophical Theology and 

Theological Philosophy for the Deification of Humanity, Eugene, Oregon: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 2016.  
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The assemblies (that is, the Lodges, the Colleges, the Chapters, the Senates, the 

Areopaguses, the Tribunals, the Consistories, the Supreme Councils, and the Grand Tribunals) 

of our Order have an activist ethos, in the sense that we act, precisely, revolt, against everything 

that, according to our principles, is deprived of moral legitimacy, or fraudulent, or sacrilegious. 

Each time that we fight against a force, we act in this way because we discard its legitimacy, 

and because we resort to another source of legitimacy, specifically, to that source of legitimacy 

that is called soul or spirit. In this context, our activist ethos is inspired by Antigone, the 

heroine of Sophocles’s homonym tragedy, and by John the Baptist. Antigone despises King 

Creon’s edicts due to her reverence to tradition and to the divine Law, which Creon offends. 

For similar reasons, John the Baptist exerts severe and public criticism against King Herod and 

Princess Herodias.    

With regard to politics, our Order is primarily focused and founded on Plato’s political 

philosophy and on Orthodox Christian mysticism (known also as Hesychasm or Neptic 

theology). Additionally, our Order creatively and selectively utilizes political and 

philosophical essays written by British High Tories (e.g., the poet T. S. Eliot, the Member of 

Parliament, classical philologist and poet John Enoch Powell, the Member of Parliament and 

historian Alan K. M. Clark, the philosopher Roger Scruton, etc.), by the U.S. libertarian 

scholars David D. Friedman, Noam Chomsky, and Murray Rothbard, by the Russian novelist 

Fyodor M. Dostoyevsky, by the Russian geopolitician and politologist Alexander Dugin, by the 

French social anthropologists Gilbert Durand and Michel Maffesoli, by the French Christian 

anarchist philosopher Jacques Ellul, by the Austrian-American Christian anarchist polymath 

and polemicist Ivan Illich, and by the British Christian anarchist scholar Gilbert K. Chesterton.  

The task and the supreme responsibility of the ruling elite, which must be the spiritual 

nobility of society, are to safeguard the truth of the transcendent moral principle and to 

cultivate people’s relationship with the transcendent moral principle as the foundation of 

man’s socialization and individuation. From his personal relationship with the transcendent 

moral principle, man derives his particular, individual value, being an individual partaker of 

the transcendent moral principle, and, by participating in the same transcendent moral 

principle, individuals constitute an authentic society, founded exactly on the event on their 

participation in the same transcendent moral principle. Therefore, we vehemently reject 

nationalism, racialism, and autocracy.  

Furthermore, we reject any theory of radical ecology, biocentrism, ‘sacred geography,’ 

and geopolitical determinism, and instead we counter-propose a metaphysically grounded 

theory of anthropocentrism that stems from the Holy Bible. In particular, the book of Genesis 

teaches that the human being is the crown of God’s creation, and that man was created in the 
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image of God. 4  In the same spirit, the Apostle Paul writes, in Hebrews 2:6–8, that God 

“crowned” man “with glory and honor” and has put “all things in subjection under his feet.” 

The United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite 

Memphis–Misraim is systematically concerned with comparative religion and history of 

philosophy, but, it is neither adogmatic nor syncretistic, because it maintains that the faith in 

Jesus Christ and his blood give rise to a new Israel of Grace, namely, a global, transnational 

community of true believers.  

In Galatians 3:26–29, the Apostle Paul explains that racism and nationalism contradict 

Christianity, and that the incarnation of the divine Logos, that is, the perfect self-disclosure of 

God within history, through Jesus Christ, underpins a peculiar kind of global society: 

For you are all children of God, through faith in Christ Jesus; for as many of 

you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew 

nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor 

female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you are Christ’s, then you are 

Abraham’s offspring and heirs according to promise. 

In Hebrews 11:8, the Apostle Paul explains that Abraham was chosen by God because of 

his faith. Abraham was not chosen because of his biological race or his national culture, but 

because of only one reason, namely, his faith. Moreover, in the book of the Acts 17:26, we read 

that God “made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the surface of the earth.” 

Jesus Christ founded the true Israel of Grace, that is, the spiritual nation of the true believers, 

as the Apostle Peter wrote in 1 Peter 2:9–10: 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 

God’s own possession, that you may proclaim the excellence of him who 

called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. In the past, you were 

not a people, but now are God’s people, who had not obtained mercy, but 

now have obtained mercy. 

In the same spirit, in Ephesians 2:14–16, the Apostle Paul refers to the genuine, global 

Israel of Grace, which was founded by Jesus Christ, and to the Christians’ metaphysical vision 

of Pax Christiana as follows: 

For he [Jesus Christ] is our peace, who made both [the Jews and the 

Gentiles] one, and broke down the middle wall of separation, having 

abolished in his flesh the hostility, the law of commandments contained in 

ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man of the two, making 

                                                                    
4 Genesis 1:27.  
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peace, and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, 

having killed the hostility through it. 

In this sense, we are Christian libertarian globalists, and we proclaim “one Lord, one 

faith, one baptism.”5 

The United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite 

Memphis–Misraim, in general, and its Inner Circle, in particular, promote the aforementioned 

metaphysical, globalist vision of Pax Christiana. The Inner Circle of the UTGS is called the 

“Venerable Order of the Illuminati Princes, Knights of the Hellenic Gnosis, York, 

Constantinople, the Kievan Realm, and Moscow” (for simplicity often referred to as the 

Venerable Order of the Illuminati Princes), and its members are the spiritual and political 

soldiers of the UTGS. This Order is concerned with the study and the promotion of the idea of 

the Constantinian Arc, specifically, of a geocultural space whose strategic pivots are the 

historical Greek space in the Haemus Peninsula (known also as the Balkan Peninsula), the 

cradle of the Greek culture (which was also the cultural underpinning of the Roman Empire), 

the English city of York (whose Roman name was Eboracum), where Constantine the Great 

was proclaimed Roman Emperor in 306 AD, Constantinople (known also as the New Rome), 

the over-millenary capital of the Eastern Roman Empire (from 330 AD until 1453), the Kievan 

Realm, where Vladimir Sviatoslavich the Great converted to Byzantine Christianity in 988 and 

Christianized the Kievan Rus, and Moscow (known also as the Third Rome), which became 

the administrative center of the Russian Orthodox Church in 1589, when the See of Moscow 

was elevated to a Patriarchate. 

The Venerable Order of the Illuminati Princes is an Orthodox Christian fraternity and 

think-tank within the broader fraternal organization of the United Traditionalist Grand 

Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim, and its conception of 

Symbolic Masonry is founded on and stems from The Shepherd of Hermas.6  

The founding Grand Sanctuary of the United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the 

Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim is the Sovereign Grand Sanctuary of Greece of 

the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim, which I founded in 2015 on the basis of a 

relevant Charter issued by the Sovereign Grand Sanctuaries of Serbia (Orient of Vršak) and of 

the State of Georgia, U.S.A. (Orient of Atlanta) of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–

                                                                    
5 Ephesians 4:5.  

6 The Shepherd of Hermas is a Christian literary work of the second century. The allegorical visions 

that are included in the Shepherd of Hermas are strongly Masonic in tone, in the sense that, in Hermas’s 

visions, the different types of people are symbolized by different stones, and Christ’s Church is 

symbolized by “a great tower, built upon the waters, of splendid square stones.” See, for instance: 

http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/text/shepherd.html 
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Misraim and on the basis of a Masonic Treaty of mutual recognition and friendship signed in 

2015 between the Sovereign Grand Sanctuary of Greece of the Ancient and Primitive Rite 

Memphis–Misraim and the Italian Freemasonic organization that is called Unione Massonica 

di Stretta Osservanza Iniziatica (U.M.S.O.I.), which, in 1998, was officially recognized by the 

Southern Jurisdiction of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite for the U.S.A., which is 

internationally acknowledged as the Mother Scottish Rite Supreme Council of the world. 

Additionally, the Sovereign Grand Sanctuary of Greece of the Ancient and Primitive Rite 

Memphis–Misraim has signed several Masonic Treaties of mutual recognition and friendship 

with other Masonic Bodies that follow the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim 

and/or other Masonic Rites.  

The United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite 

Memphis–Misraim accepts both men and women on equal terms (with regard to both ritual 

and administration) and deals with the entire spectrum of philosophy (ontology, epistemology, 

ethics, philosophical psychology, political philosophy, philosophy of history, and philosophy 

of religion) and with the entire spectrum of politics and world affairs. Members of other 

Freemasonic Obediences are welcome to apply in order to participate in the works of the 

United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim 

as visitors or as regular members, under terms and conditions set forth by the Grand 

Hierophant-General of it.  

The work of the United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive 

Rite Memphis–Misraim is addressed neither to lukewarm persons nor to persons who seek to 

be passively and selfishly accommodated in a solid, formalized certitude, but, instead, the work 

of the United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–

Misraim is befitting philosophical minds that are fixed on eternal realities and have no leisure 

to turn their eyes downward upon petty affairs. The United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries 

of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim declares that, in one way or another, we 

will all burn: others will burn in the infernal fires of their selfishly trained ‘egos,’ and others 

will burn in the alchemical purification process that is called ‘albedo.’ In the United 

Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim, we 

choose to be transparent to the transcendent in order to successfully accomplish the Great 

Work.  

Glory be to God! 

Athens, Greece M∴ Ill∴ Bro∴ Dr. Nicolas Laos, 33ο 97ο     

February, 2016  Founder and Grand Hierophant-General 

    United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the 

    Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

 

 

1. Photograph of the Treaty of Masonic Amity, Recognition, and Solidarity that was signed by the 
Most Illustrious Brother Dr. Nicolas Laos, 97ο, regularly presiding and representing the United 
Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim (U.T.G.S.), 
and the Most Puissant Brother Angelos Bavellas, 33ο, regularly presiding and representing the 
Regular Grand Orient of Rites for Greece, on May 20, 2016. After a long and versatile Masonic 
career, both Brothers, Nicolas Laos and Angelos Bavellas, have denounced the spiritual 
degradation and systemic corruption of their contemporary mainstream Freemasonic 
organizations in Greece and internationally, and they have pursued autonomous Masonic paths, 
each one of them in his own way, but in Masonic amity with each other. As regards Freemasonry 
in modern Greece, in particular, it should be mentioned that, given that the modern Greek State 
was founded in the 1830s as a geopolitical and geoeconomic pivot of Western Europe’s Great 
Powers in the Eastern Mediterranean and the Balkans, most modern Greek cultural and political 
institutions, including Greek Freemasonic Grand Lodges, are not only spiritually alienated from 
the authentic traditions of ancient and medieval Hellenism, but they also serve Western Great 
Powers’ strategic goals and neocolonialist policy. Especially in the twentieth century, as regards 
culture, the modern Greek State degraded into a poor colony of its Western geostrategic and 
economic ‘patrons.’ During the twentieth century, Greece was governed by a politically outer-
directed and spiritually incompetent bourgeois elite (whose paradigmatic representatives were 
such Prime Ministers as Eleftherios K. Venizelos, Konstantinos G. Karamanlis, Andreas G. 
Papandreou, and Konstantinos Simits as well as a group of merchants associated with ARAMCO, 
SIEMENS, Lockheed Martin, Dassault Group, Goldman Sachs, Deutsche Bank, and other Western 
multinational corporations), and the majority of its people gradually lapsed into a petty-bourgeois 
mentality. It is worth pointing out that, until 1964, the American CIA (and not the Greek State) 
had been directly and exclusively paying all employees of Greece’s State Intelligence Service 
(currently called National Intelligence Service) their wages. In the late twentieth and the early 
twenty-first centuries, it became publicly clear that the Grand Lodge of Greece (which was the 
predominant Masonic power in Greece throughout the twentieth century) and the National 
Grand Lodge of Greece (which was founded in 1986 by Lodges that split from the Grand Lodge of 
Greece) had not only been acting as noopolitical agents of foreign forces, thus, playing, de facto, a 
parastatist role, but they had also lapsed into systemic corruption and spiritual decadence.  
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2. Photographs of the Most Illustrious Brother Dr. Nicolas Laos, 97ο, with the Most Puissant Brother Angelos 
Bavellas, 33ο  

The Most Illustrious Brother Dr. Nicolas Laos, 97ο, (on the right), Grand Hierophant-General of the United 
Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim (U.T.G.S.), with (on the left) 
the Most Puissant Brother Angelos Bavellas, 33ο, Grand Commander of the Supreme Council of the Regular Grand 
Orient of Rites for Greece (Past Master of the “Ionia” Lodge No. 7 of the National Grand Lodge of Greece and Past 
Grand Secretary of the Supreme Council of the AASR for Greece under former Grand Commander M. P. Bro. Raul 
De Sigura), at the “Solon” Lodge of the A.P.R.M.M., Athens, Greece, 2015.  

  
3. Dr. Nicolas Laos’s Certificate of elevation to the 33rd Degree of the AASR signed and sealed by Most 

Puissant Bro. Angelos Bavellas, 33ο, Grand Commander of the Supreme Council of the Regular Grand Orient of 

Rites for Greece (Past Master of the “Ionia” Lodge No. 7 of the National Grand Lodge of Greece and Past Grand 
Secretary of the Supreme Council of the AASR for Greece under former Grand Commander Most Puissant Bro. Raul 
De Sigura).  
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4. The major emblem of the United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive 
Rite Memphis–Misraim.  

The Cosmic Egg with stretched wings, the letter Yod in the center of the Cosmic Egg (since Yod 
refers to the primal vibration of the universe, and it is the first letter of the Holy Tetragrammaton), nine 
stars (seven plus two) surrounding the Cosmic Egg (nine is called thin Triple Ternary and refers to the 
perfection of the spheres; seven is the perfect number, also termed the most venerable, since it refers to 
the creation of the World; two refers to the active and the passive qualities of Nature), and the eye of 
Horus in a radiant equilateral triangle (Sacred Delta) superimposed on the Cosmic Egg. This symbol is 
embroidered on every sash worn by members of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim from 
the ninetieth degree to the ninety-seventh degree inclusive.  
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5. The Ankh 
The Ankh, also known as breath of life, the key of the Nile, or crux ansata (Latin meaning ‘cross 

with a handle’): it is an ancient Egyptian symbol (hieroglyphic character) meaning ‘life’. All members of 
the United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim from 
the third degree to the eighty-ninth degree inclusive wear a collar on which are embroidered an Ankh 
(on the left-hand side), the Eye of Horus within an equilateral triangle (in the middle), as well as a square 
and a set of compasses joined together and superimposed by a cross pattée (on the right-hand side). 

6. The Pythagorean Tetractys  
The Pythagorean Tetractys with the four letters of the Holy Tetragrammaton (Yod-He-Vav-He), 

the Ineffable Name of God according to the Hebrew Bible and the Kabbalah: this symbol is embroidered 
on the ninety-seventh degree’s sash together with other ancient Egyptian and Masonic symbols.   
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7. The pigpen cipher  
The pigpen cipher (sometimes referred to as the Freemason’s cipher). This is used by the United 

Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim, precisely, a 
geometric simple substitution cipher, which exchanges letters for symbols that are fragments of a grid.  

 
8. The Companion Apron of the United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and 

Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim 
The Companion Apron is worn by all members of the Order from the second degree to the eighty-

ninth degree inclusive: it is of white satin bordered with a moiré ribbon of light sky-blue and crimson 
overlaid with gold fringe and having a triangular flap with a matching fringe; in the white satin area of 
the apron, are two embroided ciphered letters of light sky-blue and crimson that, according to the 
aforementioned key of the Freemason’s cipher, stand for the letters F and J respectively meaning 
‘Freemasonry’ and ‘Jachin’ (the Companion Degree Word). 
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9. Dr. Nicolas Laos’s Certificate of elevation to the 97th Degree of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–
Misraim 

The Certificate shows Dr. Nicolas Laos’s elevation to the 97th Degree of the Ancient and Primitive Rite 
Memphis–Misraim and his installation as Grand Hierophant of the Sovereign Grand Sanctuary of Greece of the 
Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim; issued and signed in 2015 by the Sovereign Grand Sanctuaries of 
Serbia (Orient of Vršak) and of the State of Georgia, U.S.A. (Orient of Atlanta) of the Ancient and Primitive Rite 
Memphis–Misraim.  
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10. The Official Statement and Masonic Treaty.  
With this treaty, in 2015, the Italian Freemasonic organization Unione Massonica di Stretta Osservanza 

Iniziatica (U.M.S.O.I.) recognized the Sovereign Grand Sanctuary of Greece of the Ancient and Primitive Rite 
Memphis–Misraim and Dr. Nicolas Laos as the Grand Hierophant, 97˚, of it. Moreover, on October 1, 2015, the 
Sovereign Grand Commander and President of the U.M.S.O.I., Most Puissant Bro. Giancarlo M. Simonetti, signed 
and sent an official letter to the Grand Hierophant of the Sovereign Grand Sanctuary of Greece of the Ancient and 
Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim, Most Illustrious Bro. Dr. Nicolas Laos, expressing the first’s Masonic recognition, 
solidarity, and wishes to the second. 
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11. Letter of recognition from the U.M.S.O.I. 
This official letter of the Supreme Council of the Unione Massonica di Stretta Osservanza Iniziatica 

(U.M.S.O.I., Milan, Italy), dated October 1, 2015, and signed by its Sovereign Grand Commander and its Grand 
Secretary, proclaims that this historical Scottish Rite Supreme Council recognizes Dr. Nicolas Laos as the Grand 
Hierophant, 97˚, of the Sovereign Grand Sanctuary of Greece of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis–Misraim 
as well as the amity and solidarity between these two Freemasonic organizations.  
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12. Chev. Dr. Nicolas Laos KLJ with Lord Robert Balchin 
and Lady Balchin. Lord Robert Balchin, Baron Lingfield, Kt, DL 
(born 31 July 1942) is a prominent British educationalist, and he 
sits on the Conservative benches in the U.K. House of Lords; he is 
also the Patron of the Saint Lazarus Hospice Association, U.K. 

On the left, Chev. Dr. Nicolas Laos KLJ, wearing the 
distinctive chain collar of a Knight of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem, 
between Lord Robert Balchin, Baron Lingfield, Kt, DL (on his 
right) and Lady Balchin (on his left) at the 26th Investiture 
Ceremony of the Grand Priory of England, Wales, Isle of Man and 
Channel Islands of the Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of 
Jerusalem, held on September 27, 2008, in the Priory Church of 
Saint Bartholomew the Great in the City of London.  

 

13. Dr. Nicolas Laos with Frà John Baron Dudley von Sydow von Hoff 
(Left) Chev. Dr. Nicolas Laos, wearing the insignia of a Knight of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem, with the 

Master-General of the United Grand Priories of the Hospitaller Order of Saint Lazarus of Jerusalem, Frà John Baron 
Dudley von Sydow von Hoff (right), who has also served as a senior officer of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master 
Masons of England.  
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14. The Eastern part of the Lodge. 
 

 
 

               15. The Western part of the Lodge. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

16. Dr. Nicolas Laos (second from the left) in his full Masonic regalia as the Grand Hierophant-General of the 
United Traditionalist Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis-Misraim (U.T.G.S.), 
among the most senior officers of the “Solon” Lodge of the A.P.R.M.M., Athens, Greece, after the Installation 
Ceremony on December 14, 2015. 
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17. Dr. Nicolas Laos, 97ο, in his full Masonic regalia as the Grand Hierophant-General of the United Traditionalist 
Grand Sanctuaries of the Ancient and Primitive Rite Memphis-Misraim (U.T.G.S.), among the Inner Guard (on his 
right) and the Tyler (on his left) of the “Solon” Lodge of the A.P.R.M.M., Athens, Greece, after the Installation 
Ceremony on December 14, 2015. 

 

 

 
18. Senior Officers of the U.T.G.S. of the A.P.R.M.M. with Dr. Nicolas Laos, 97ο. 
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20. Dr. Nicolas Laos addressing members of his Order.  

 
19. Dr. Nicolas Laos with his Grand Secretary-General (second from left) and his Grand Treasurer 
(fourth from left).  

 

 

 
21. Dr. Nicolas Laos speaking at an international 
gathering of his Order about “Pax Christiana.”  
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